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Benylin  isn't  just  your  top 
profit  winner.  As  a  trusted 
prescription  product,  it  has 
generated  a  great  following  among 
your  customers  who  appreciate  its  effectiveness  and  ask 
for  it  by  name. 

rAnd  they  appreciate  the  fact  that  there's  a  special  Benylin 
"to  cope  with  most  types  of  cough.  The  range  includes  not  only 
the  highly  popular  Benylin  Expectorant  but  also  Fortified  Linctus,  Paediatric  and 
new  Benylin  Mentholated  for  nasal  congestion. 
Every  one  of  them  a  top  profit  winner  for  you. 
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Rural  dust-up 


Now  that  the  dust  has  settled  on  the 
Tenterden  rural  dispensing  dispute,  and 
the  High  Court  action  pursued  by  Mr 
Denis  Pay,  the  monies  donated  to  the 
Tenterden  fund  are  to  be  finally  dispersed 
(pl008).  It  speaks  very  well  of  the 
profession  that  the  level  of  support  was 
such  that  donors  put  in  more  than  double 
the  amount  expended  —  but  at  one  time 
there  was  a  prospect  of  appeal,  which 
would  probably  have  swallowed  up  most 
of  the  excess  now  being  offered  back  to 
the  fund's  subscribers.  Hopefully  this  will 
be  remembered  should  a  future  event  lead 
to  another  call  to  the  profession  for 
financial  support. 

Certainly  we  are  not  out  of  the  rural 
wood  yet  and  can  expect  further  trouble 
unless  the  Clothier  regulations,  expected 
to  be  laid  before  Parliament  shortly,  are 
watertight  from  the  pharmacist's  point  of 
view,  and  do  not  leave  too  much  to  the 
"gentlemen."  Last  week  saw  the  first 
issue  of  the  new  publication  Dispensing 
Doctor  (pl008)  and  it  included  many  signs 
that  the  pharmacist's  position  is  still  far 
from  understood  in  that  quarter. 

For  example,  from  Dr  R.  J.B.H.  Jones 
of  Salisbury  comes  the  opinion  that 
dispensing  doctors  should  perhaps 
"discard  Clothier  and  put  our  efforts  into 
the  abolition  of  the  chemists'  right  to  the 
'one  mile  rule'  and  reclaim  our 
prerogative  under  the  Medical  Act  to 
dispense  for  any  of  our  patients."  On  the 
same  page  it  is  said  that  it  is  not  the 
dispensing  GP  who  has  killed  the  chemist 
—  "it  is  other  chemists  and  the 
appearance  of  drug  superstores ...  If 
rural  pharmacists  gain  precedence  over 
dispensing  GPs,  in  order  to  regain  the 
passing  trade  from  prescriptions,  it  won't 
suddenly  make  them  profitable.  All  that 
will  do  is  eventually  remove  any 
dispensing  from  rural  areas." 

Naturally  it  suits  the  profit-seeking 
dispensing  doctor  to  promote  such  views, 
but  those  views  contrast  strongly  with  the 
latest  move  by  the  Rural  Pharmacists' 


Association  to  find  areas  in  which  rural 
pharmacies  could  be  viable  —  and 
pharmacists  prepared  to  operate  them. 

This  could  turn  out  to  be  no  more  than 
a  political  manoeuvre,  though  we  hope 
not  because  it  ties  in  nicely  with  Alan 
Smith's  hope  that  "spare"  Tenterden 
cash  can  be  used  to  augment  the  Clothier 
compensation  fund. 

If  pharmacy  produces  the  places,  the 
people  and  the  money  to  replace  the 
doctor  dispensing  service  where  the  public 
can  both  support  and  benefit  from  a  full 
pharmaceutical  service,  then  we  shall  see 
whether  the  doctors  are  really  in  it  for  the 
money  or,  as  they  so  often  proclaim,  the 
interest  of  the  patient. 


Congratulations 


Once  again,  chemists'  assistants  have 
proved  themselves  among  the  elite  of 
retailing  in  C&D's  annual  competition 
(pi 022).  The  grand  final  held  last  week 
proved  as  successful  as  ever,  with  the 
judges  impressed  with  the  consistently 
high  standards  set  by  the  contestants. 

We  hope  the  competition  helps  both  to 
encourage  formal  training  in  the 
pharmacy  and  reward  the  commitment  of 
the  staff  who  win  through.  But  the 
finalists  this  year  are  not  exceptional  — 
they  have  their  counterparts  in 
pharmacies  throughout  the  land.  So  we 
urge  all  assistants  to  think:  "Next  year  it 
could  be  me  winning  that  £1,000  cheque." 
All  you  have  to  do  is  enter  —  and  it  may 
be  true. 
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THIS  WEEK'S  NEWS 


Balance  of  Tenterden 
fund  to  Clothier? 

Almost  half  of  the  £138,000  donated  to  the  Tenterden 
fund  is  to  be  refunded  to  donors  if  they  make  a  claim  by 
the  end  of  the  year.  The  fund  —  established  in  August 
1981  to  assist  Mr  Denis  Pay  with  the  costs  incurred  in 
his  High  Court  actions  against  a  local  doctor's 
dispensing  practice  and  Kent  Family  Practitioner 
Committee  —  was  oversubscribed  by  £66,444.  Any 
money  unclaimed  after  the  New  Year  will  form  the  basis 
of  the  Clothier  Compensation  Trust  when  it  is 
established. 


The  Clothier  Compensation  Fund  is  being 
established  (draft  deeds  are  being  drawn 
up)  to  compensate  doctors  who  cease  to 
dispense  if,  and  when,  the  draft 
regulations  on  rural  dispensing  become 
law.  PSNC  recently  announced  a  £5,000 
increase  in  the  base  level  to  £55,000  (C&D 
November  20,  p920). 

Letters  have  gone  out  to  LPCs  asking 
for  an  initial  contribution  of  10  per  cent 
of  their  1983-84  levy,  less  any  surplus  in 
hand  because  of  a  Tenterden  fund 
donation.  A  PSNC  spokesman  told  C&D 
the  contribution  of  some  LPCs  would  be 
very  small  because  of  Tenterden 
"refunds"  —  LPCs  sent  £81,000  to  the 
fund.  The  hope  is  for  "a  flying  start  to  the 
compensation  fund  on  day  one". 

Individual  LPCs  will  recoup  monies 
sent  to  the  new  fund  from  pharmacists' 
NHS  cheques  if  they  have  need  to,  C&D 
understands. 

The  £66,444  remaining  in  the  fund 
represents  48  per  cent  of  the  amount 
donated  contributed  as  follows: 


LPCs  £81,000 

PSNC  £20,000 
National  Pharmaceutical 

Association  £15,000 

Rural  Pharmacists  Association  £  1 1 ,000 

Individuals  and  companies  £3,000 
Pharmaceutical  Contractors 

Commitee,  Northern  Ireland  £1,000 

Interest  accrued  £7,000 


Mr  Tim  Astill,  chief  executive  NPA, 
told  C&D:  "The  NPA  understands  that 
its  original  offer  to  donate  £15,000  to  the 
fund  will  be  reduced  pro  rata  to  the  extent 
of  the  over-subscription. 

The  Secretary  of  the  RPA,  Mr  John 
Davies  said  their  council  would  have  to 
decide  whether  to  ask  for  the  balance  of 
their  contribution.  The  RPA  originally 
proposed  forming  a  "Fighting  fund"  to 
further  the  cause  of  rural  pharmacy  in 
special  circumstances  —  the  membership 


did  not  object  to  this  proposal  (C&D  June 
12,  pl056). 

Speaking  personally  Mr  Davies  said  he 
did  not  believe  members  would  want  their 
donations  to  pass  to  the  Clothier 
Compensation  Fund,  even  though 
pharmacists  would  benefit  indirectly  by  its 
use  to  compensate  doctors. 

The  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  met  this  week  to  consider  the  draft 
regulations  to  set  up  a  Rural  Dispensing 
Committee  to  regulate  changes  in  the 
pattern  of  pharmacist  /  doctor  dispensing 
in  rural  areas.  The  General  Medical 
Services  Committee  meeting  last  month 
ratified  their  agreement  to  the  draft,  so 
with  the  PSGB's  approval  the  regulations 
can  be  laid  before  Parliament  very  shortly 
after  it  has  been  passed  back  to  the  DHSS. 

GMSC  secretary,  Dr  John  Lewis  told 
C&D:  "We  are  delighted  to  have  reached 
the  end  of  the  road  still  speaking  to  each 
other  and  working  together.  I  believe  it  is 
an  equitable  agreement  for  both  sides.  We 
must  now  make  it  work." 

Council  on  Clothier 

As  C&D  went  to  press  on  Wednesday,  Mr 
Bruce  Rhodes,  assisant  secretary  to  the 
Society  reported:  "Discussions  on  the 
draft  are  not  complete.  Detailed 
consideration  was  given  today  to  the  draft 
regulations  and  memorandum  and  it  was 
agreed  that  further  discussions  were 
necessary  with  the  GMSC  and  ultimately 
the  DHSS. 

RPA  register  of 
pharmacists  set  up 

The  Rural  Pharmacists  Association  is  to 
prepare  a  register  of  pharmacists  who  are 
prepared  to  take  over  or  open  up  a  rural 
pharmacy  and  also  a  list  of  rural  locations 


where  a  pharmacy  could  be  a  viable 
proposition. 

The  council  of  the  RPA  took  this 
decision  last  month  to  encourage  the 
development  of  a  pharmaceutical  service 
in  rural  areas  and  to  be  as  helpful  as 
possible  to  pharmacists  keen  to  set  up  or 
keep  up  businesses  in  viable  rural  areas, 
secretary  Mr  John  Davies  reports.  "It  is 
vital  that  the  professional  services  in  rural 
areas  be  enhanced  and  brought  into  line 
with  services  received  in  urban  areas, 
together  with  a  wider  field  of  active 
service  needed  in  the  remoter  areas .  .  . 
This  includes  the  supply  of  POM  and  P 
medicines,  the  wide  range  of  sick  room 
needs  obtainable  only  through  the 
pharmacy  and  the  advice  which 
pharmacists  are  always  able  to  give." 

The  RPA  is  also  to  invite  the  public 
including  Parish  Councillors,  old  age 
pensioners  and  people  in  such 
organisations  as  the  Womens  Institute 
and  British  Legion  to  contact  them  if  they 
feel  that  inadequate  pharmaceutical 
services  exist  in  their  areas. 

Pharmacists  wishing  to  be  placed  on 
the  register  should  send  details  of  their 
"needs,  preferences,  including  interests 
outside  pharmacy"  to  the  secretary,  as 
should  any  pharmacist  in  an  established 
business  which  might  become  available 
for  any  reason. 

All  information  together  with 
suggestions  from  RPA  members  and 
other  pharmacists  —  of  possible  sites  in 
non-pharmacy  areas  —  will  enable  cross 
reference  files  to  be  built  up.  Mr  John 
Davies,  RPA  secretary,  can  be  contacted 
at  8  High  Street,  Wiveliscombe,  Taunton, 
Somerset. 


dispensing  Doctor? 


The  editorial  of  the  first  edition  of  the 
magazine  dispensing  Doctor  says  it  will 
cater  for  the  three  specialised  needs  of  its 
readers  —  practice  management,  news 
and  pharmaceutics. 

Inside  the  issue  is  a  report  on  the 
conference  of  Local  Medical  Committees 
in  June,  "How  close  are  we  to  Clothier," 
and  a  piece  on  Regulation  30  of  the  NHS 
(General  Medical  &  Pharmaceutical 
Services)  Regulations  1974  which  covers 
the  patient's  right  to  doctor  dispensing  in 
particular  curcumstances.  The  article 
concludes  ".  .  .the  patient  only  has  to  ask 
and  it  shall  be  given.  This  apparently 
annoys  many  chemists  who  want  the 
Family  Practitioner  Committee  to 
challenge  that  desire  on  regular 
occasions." 

Other  articles  include  a  look  at  the 
drugs  available  for  the  treatment  of 
migraine,  of  hay  fever,  and  a  section  on 
new  drugs  and  one  on  the  use  of 
computers. 
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Radio  campaign  for 
retail  pharmacy  — 
courtesy  Cuticura 


MrGilmour  Williams,  MPS,  of  31  High 
Street,  Llandebie,  Ammanford,  Dyfed, 
receiving  first  prize  of  a  trip  on  the 
Orient  Express,  in  Evans  Medical's 
'Golden  Age  of  Quality'  competition. 
Peter  Kettle,  Evans  national  sales 
manager  and  Alan  Evans,  sales 
representative,  are  pictured  presenting 
the  prize.  It  was  the  first  competition 
Mr  Williams  had  ever  entered! 


Cuticura  Laboratories  are  to  run  a 
£51,000  "public  service"  radio  campaign 
on  behalf  of  community  pharmacists. 

The  campaign  starts  December  6  and 
takes  the  form  of  a  10-second  "tag" 
added  to  the  company's  existing 
60-second  spots  for  Ayds,  Topol  and 
Cuticura  soap  and  talc  on  Radio 
Luxembourg  and  Radio  Manx.  The 
format  does  not  endorse  the  brands,  the 
company  stresses  —  rather  it  will  be 
"educational." 

Each  commercial  begins  with  the  name 
of  the  product  just  advertised  and 
continues:  "...  is  available  from  many  of 
the  country's  10,500  pharmacists.  They 
are  well  qualified  to  give  advice  on 
medicines,  minor  ailments  and  other 
health  matters.  Why  not  consult  your 
pharmacist  more  often?"  The  "tag"  is 
spoken  by  a  different  voice  from  that  in 
the  commercial  itself. 

Torquay  pharmacy 
now  International's 
and  not  Mainstop's 

International,  the  grocery  chain,  has 
opened  a  new  store  in  Torquay  which 
includes  a  pharmacy.  This  deveopment 
indicates  a  change  of  plans  —  the  new 
Torquay  store  was  to  have  been  under  the 
Mainstop  name  (C&D,  May  29,  p982). 

Mrs  Sandra  Waters,  superintendent 
pharmacist  of  Mainstop,  now  becomes 
the  superintendent  pharmacist  for 
International.  Both  Mainstop  and 
International  are  part  of  BAT  Stores. 

A  temporary  superintendent 
pharmacist  is  to  be  appointed  for 
Mainstop  for  the  period  until  January 
when  Mrs  Waters  told  C&D,  the  two 
chains  are  "reversing  back"  to  become 
one. 

This  follows  an  announcement  by 
BAT  Stores  that  they  are  selling  some  of 
their  23  Mainstop  branches.  Mr  Nicholas 
Walters  of  BAT  told  C&D  that  as  yet  the 
situation  is  fluid  as  to  which  particular 

Digoxin  death 
—  misadventure 

Only  a  narrow  margin  exists  between  the 
therapeutic  and  lethal  effect  of  digoxin, 
Southwark  Cornoners  Court  was  told  this 
week.  Unfortunately  the  dose  prescribed 
to  an  elderly  woman  proved  too  high  and 
it  resulted  in  her  death  —  a  verdict  of 
misadventure  was  recorded. 


It  is  understood  that  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  was  consulted 
about  both  the  concept  and  the  wording 
of  the  announcement. 

Giving  reasons  for  the  campaign, 
Cuticura's  Nick  Lamb  says:  "We  at 
Cuticura  place  considerable  value  on  the 
retail  pharmacist,  and  hope  this  campaign 
will  go  some  way  in  increasing  the 
frequency  with  which  they  are  consulted 
by  the  consumer,  as  well  as  enhancing  the 
position  of  the  independent  pharmacist  at 
the  retail  level." 

Cuticura  Laboratories  are  now  a 
subsidiary  of  the  United  States-based 
Jeffrey  Martin  Inc.  Over  the  past  few 
months  their  range  of  products  has  been 
reformulated,  repackaged,  and  re- 
positioned in  the  marketplace  at  prices 
showing  an  enhanced  profit  margin  (see 
C&D,  August  21,  p296).  Distributors  in 
the  UK  are  Optrex  Ltd. 


stores  will  be  sold. 

"We  are  selling  entirely  profitable 
going  concerns,  and  we  think  the 
pharmacy  side  is  good,"  said  Mr  Walters. 

The  new  26,000  sq  ft  International 
store  at  New  Halden  Centre,  Union 
Street,  Torquay  has  the  pharmacy 
situated  at  its  centre.  It  consists  of  four 
drug  counters  and  two  cosmetic  counters, 
and  is  open  plan  with  a  raised  dispensary 
to  aid  supervision. 

The  store  is  open  9am  to  6pm  on 
Monday,  Tuesday  and  Wednesday; 
8.30am  to  8pm  on  Thursday  and  Friday, 
and  from  8.30am  until  5.30pm  on 
Saturday. 

The  staff  of  the  pharmacy  comprises 
two  full-time  pharmacists,  two  full-time 
dispensing  assistants,  and  two  Saturday 
assistants. 

A  wide  range  of  cosmetics  is  stocked 
adjacent  to  the  pharmacy  including  parent 
company  BAT  Industries'  Yardley  and 
Lentheric-Morny. 

The  pharmacy  also  offers  a  same  day 
developing  and  printing  photographic 
service. 


Mrs  Ivy  Gibbs,  78,  has  been  taking 
one  digoxin  tablet ^0.25mg)  a  day  for 
several  years,  but  when  her  heart  showed 
further  signs  of  failing,  her  doctor,  Dr 
Firo  Rafique,  increased  the  dosage  to  two 
tablets  a  day.  Mrs  Gibbs  died  a  week  later 
after  being  admitted  to  Greenwich  District 
Hospital  suffering  from  an  overdose  of 
the  drug.  When  Dr  Rafique  increased  the 
dosage  he  had  not  realised  that  Mrs 
Gibb's  kidneys  were  not  functioning 
properly  and  the  drug  was  building  up. 


Dr  David  Dobson,  a  consultant 
physician  at  the  hospital,  said  he  could 
think  of  nothing  that  would  require  such  a 
high  dosage  of  digoxin.  Pathologist  Dr 
Peter  Jereat  told  the  inquest  that  the  level 
of  digoxin  in  Mrs  Gibbs'  blood  was  "well 
outside  the  therapeutic  range."  Dr 
Dobson  said  that  while  he  himself  would 
not  have  increased  the  dosage  from  one  to 
two  tablets  a  day,  had  the  kidneys  been 
working  properly  the  levels  of  the  drug 
would  not  have  been  so  "problematical." 

Recording  a  verdict  of  death  by 
misadventure,  the  coroner  said:  "There 
may  be  some  argument  that  old  people 
should  ever  have  two  tablets  of  digoxin  a 
day  but  there  was  nothing  to  indicate  that 
she  had  any  kidney  disease  that  would 
make  the  digoxin  more  toxic."  High 
blood  pressure  did  not  always  cause 
kidney  disease.  "There  is  no  reflection  on 
Dr  Rafique's  care  and  he  acted  promptly 
and  swiftly  to  get  her  into  hospital." 

Animal  health 
products  trade 
association  set  up 

Trade  associations  concerned  with  animal 
health  products  have  formed  an 
organisation  to  be  known  as  Animal 
Health  Trade  Association  Group. 

Among  the  associations  represented 
by  AHTAG  is  the  British  Distributors  of 
Animal  Medicines,  with  observers  from 
the  Association  of  the  British 
Pharmaceutical  Industry  at  meetings  of 
the  management  committee  of  AHTAG. 
Mr  C.  H.  Shillito,  until  recently  an  Under 
Secretary  at  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 
Fisheries  and  Food,  has  been  appointed 
independent  chairman. 

The  functions  of  AHTAG  are:  to 
promote  observance  of  a  code  of  practice 
approved  by  AHTAG  and  keep  the  code 
under  review;  to  initiate  special  training 
for  those  engaged  in  distribution  and  sale 
of  animal  health  products,  and  to  liaise 
with  relevant  organisations.  AHTAG,  PO 
Box  54,  Tunbridge  Wells,  Kent  (tel  0892 
890853). 
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ABPI  hits  back 
at  'Bitter  pills' 
from  Oxfam 

The  pharmaceutical  industry  has  hit  back 
at  criticism  in  a  recently-published  book 
from  Oxfam  which  looks  at  the  industry's 
marketing  and  promotion  in  the  Third 
World. 

The  study:  "Bitter  pills  —  medicines 
and  the  Third  World  poor"  alleges  that 
aggressive  promotional  tactics  in  the 
Third  World  have  encouraged 
inappropriate  patterns  of  drug 
consumption.  Many  pharmaceuticals  are 
of  the  non-essential  variety,  and  prices  up 
to  20  times  those  charged  in  developed 
countries  are  made,  the  book  says. 

It  also  suggests  that  inaccurate  or 
misleading  promotional  literature  goes 
unchecked  in  many  countries  and  potent 
drugs  are  dispensed  by  inadequately 
trained  salespeople. 

On  BBC's  Newsnight  programme  last 

'Privatise  NI  system 
over  20-40  years' 

The  National  Insurance  system  of 
pensions  should  be  converted  to  private 
schemes.  The  present  system  is  inequitable 
as  far  as  the  self  employed  are  concerned 
because  of  the  in-built  bias  of  the  tax 
laws.  The  National  Federation  of  Self- 
Employed  and  Small  Businesses  set  out 
this  view  in  a  booklet  advocating  a 
gradual  changeover  to  a  privately 
operated,  fully-funded  scheme,  spread 
over  the  next  20-40  years. 

Chairman  of  the  national  insurance 
committee,  Dr  B.  Juby  says:  "In  a  pay  as 
you  go  system,  all  of  the  money  paid  in 
today  goes  out  again  on  someone  else's 
pension.  Over  £13  billion  is  currently 
being  spent  in  this  way." 

In  1948  there  were  15  people  working 
to  "support"  one  old  age  pensioner.  By 
next  year  that  figure  will  have  fallen  to  2.5 
to  1,  says  Dr  Juby.  "The  Privatisation  of 
Pension,  "  NFSESB,  45  Russell  Square, 
London  WCIB  4JF. 

Guidelines  for 
toxicity  testing 

Guidelines  for  testing  the  safety  of 
chemicals  in  humans  are  laid  down  in  a 
report  published  this  week  by  the 
Department  of  Health. 

The  Committee  on  Toxicity  of 
Chemicals  in  Food,  Consumer  Products 
and  the  Environment  recommends  that  a 
low  toxic  potential  should  first  be  shown 
by  acute  toxicity  studies  in  two  species  — 
rodent  and  non-rodent  —  together  with 
results  of  metabolic  studies  and 
mutagenicity  testing.  This  would  form  a 
basis  for  planning  and  closely  monitoring 


week  Organon  and  Fisons  were  singled 
out  for  selling  products  abroad  with  either 
differing  indications  from  those 
recommended  in  the  UK  (Orabolin  is 
"especially  meant  for  infants  and  younger 
children"  in  Bangladesh,  said  the 
announcer  —  it  is  not  recommended  for 
children  in  the  UK),  or  containing  drugs 
now  banned  in  the  UK. 

The  Association  of  the  British 
Pharmaceutical  Industry  comments:  "It  is 
disappointing  that  the  book  concentrates 
in  the  main  on  repeating  anecdotal 
evidence  of  products  and  practices  which 
in  the  author's  view  are  harmful,  while 
almost  completely  ignoring  the  massive 
contributions  which  the  pharmaceutical 
industry  has  made  in  supplying  cost- 
effective  medicines." 

The  book  dismisses  the  co-operation 
between  the  pharmaceutical  industry  and 
the  World  Health  Organisation,  the  ABPI 
says,  and  also  denigrates  the  industry's 
offer  to  train  government  officials  from 
the  least  developed  countries  in  quality 
control  techniques.  The  book  is  not 
objective  on  the  cost  of  drugs  in  the  Third 
World,  or  the  question  of  research 
spending,  the  Association  concludes. 

single-dose  studies  in  man.  The  safety  of 
this  procedure  should  be  established  and 
information  on  the  metabolism  of  the 
chemical  obtained,  which  would  allow 
selection  of  the  most  suitable 
(metabolically  similar)  animal  species  for 
further  long-term  studies. 

Long-term  effects 

When  the  long-term  effects  are  known  in 
animals,  further  testing  may  be  done  in 
humans  using  multiple  doses  which, 
provided  animal  studies  indicate  sufficient 
safety  margins,  should  be  related  to  the 
anticipated  levels  of  human  exposure. 
Ethics  committees  would  be  responsible 
for  ensuring  that  ethical  requirements  and 
informed  consent  of  volunteers  have  been 
established. 

The  chemicals  referred  to  in  the 
guidelines  include  those  used  in 
medicines,  cosmetics  and  toiletries,  food 
additives  and  contaminants.  Guidelines 
for  the  testing  of  chemicals  for  toxicity. 
Report  on  Health  and  Social  Subjects  No 
27  (HMSO  £4.30). 


Progress  report  on 
hypertension  trial 

The  Medical  Research  Council 
Hypertension  trial  has  brought  to  light  a 
number  of  previously  unreported  adverse 
reactions  to  drugs,  particularly  impotence 
in  patients  treated  with  bendrofluazide 
and  propranolol. 

The  MRC's  Annual  Report  1981-82 
(HMSO  4),  published  recently,  describes 
progress  with  the  trial  which  started  in 
1978  and  aims  to  determine  whether  drug 
treatment  of  child  hypertension  can 
reduce  deaths  due  to  hypertension  and 
stroke.  A  total  of  8,000  patients  have  been 
recruited. 

Large  scale  studies 

Two  other  similar  large  scale  studies  —  in 
Australia  and  in  the  United  States  — 
recommended  treating  people  with  mildly 
raised  blood  pressure,  although  neither 
study  was  conclusive  enough  to  allow 
recommendations  to  be  made  on  which  to 
treat  patients  in  the  UK.  In  the  MRC  trial, 
mild  hypertension  has  been  detected  in  4 
per  cent  of  middle-aged  subjects, 
suggesting  that  at  least  1  million  patients 
would  need  treatment. 

The  report  concludes  that  "the 
enormous  expense  of  drug  treatment  for 
so  many  and  for  so  long  will  have  to  be 
weighed  very  carefully  against  possible 
benefits  of  treatment  and  account  will 
also  need  to  be  taken  of  adverse  reactions 
to  drugs  and  increased  anxiety.  "It  was, 
therefore,  particularly  important  for  the 
MRC  trial  to  produce  authoritative 
results." 


First  Vestric  'Link' 
in  Northern  Ireland 

Vestric  have  installed  the  first  Link  unit  in 
Northern  Ireland  at  Carrickfergus  Health 
Centre  pharmacy,  and  have  orders  for  a 
further  22  units.  A  demonstration  of  the 
equipment  will  be  held  at  Craigavon  on 
December  8. 


Prescription  statistics  for  Scotland 


The  table  gives  the  average  cost  of  prescriptions  dispensed  by  chemists  and  appliance 
suppliers  in  Scotland  for  four  months  from  April.  Compilation  of  the  figures  has  been 
delayed  by  industrial  action  dispute. 


April 

May 

June 

July 

Pence 

Ingredient  cost 

316 

064 

321 

504 

324.887 

330.264 

On  cost 

42 

103 

43 

414 

43.259 

44.329 

Dispensing  fee 

33 

314 

33 

178 

33.182 

33.083 

Interim  allowance 

6 

990 

6 

989 

6.989 

6.988 

Container  allowance 

3 

799 

3 

799 

3.799 

3.798 

Other  misc.  costs 

0 

975 

1 

207 

1.725 

1.286 

Gross  cost 

403 

245 

410 

091 

413.841 

419.748 

Less  charges 

32 

119 

31 

980 

32.268 

32.419 

Net  cost 

371 

126 

378 

111 

381.573 

387.329 

Total  number  of  prescriptions: 

2,891 

074 

2,791 

000 

2,945,536 

2,833,676 
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PEOPLE      TOPICAL  REFLECTIONS 

By  Xrayser 


Nine  new  Fellows 
include  winner  of 
C&D  Research  Medal 


Cost  affected 


Monday  morning.  In  a  bleary  haze  I 
clutched  the  razor  and  was  about  to  get  to 
work  when  from  the  wittering  radio  I 
heard  the  magic  word  "Generics."  The 
broadcaster  was  talking  about  the  cost  of 
drugs  and  after  the  usual  amount  of 
misinformation,  the  SDP  spokesman  was 
asked  to  give  his  views  on  the  matter. 

A  confident  man,  he  rapidly  gave  the 
impression  of  knowing  all  about  all  when 
it  came  to  the  NHS  drugs  bill  and  ways  of 
reducing  it.  He  poured  scorn  on  the  DHSS 
chief  pharmacist  Dr  Wills  —  indeed  on 
the  Whole  Department  —  for  coming  to 
the  decision  to  continue  the  present 
practice  of  paying  for  the  brand  of  drug 
the  doctor  may  order  and  (if  I  heard 
rightly)  of  £200m  to  be  made  from 
subscription.  He  suggested  that  drug 
companies  paid  money  into  the 
Conservative  Party  funds,  and  therefore 
called  the  tune. 

It  was  glib  and  plausible,  with  just 
enough  truth  to  give  it  credence.  Of 
course  the  universal  appeal  of  this 
argument  is  in  the  swipe  at  the  "big 
companies  making  fat  profits  from  us"  — 
which  is  not  true.  But  —  and  it's  a  big  but 
—  can  you  see  any  of  the  generic  drug 
suppliers  embarking  on  a  10-year 
programme  of  research  and  development 
likely  to  cost  up  to  £50m? 

I  don't  question  their  integrity  or  the 
quality  of  the  products  they  make  and 
sell,  but  the  generic  packers  ride  on  the 
backs  of  the  innovators.  They  can  afford 
to  give  us  a  cheaper  alternative  to  the 
original,  whose  price  shows  some  of  the 
development  costs  of  products  which 
never  see  daylight,  as  well  as  the  successful 
ones.  If  we  want  to  drive  the  R&D 
companies  out  of  Britain,  go  ahead. 
Deprive  them  of  a  profitable  base  —  and 
watch  another  of  our  export  businesses 
die  over  the  next  20  years. 


Live  right! 


This  week  we  received  another  note  from 
Hoechst,  which  expanded  on  their  earlier 
letter  on  a  generic  form  of  glibenclamide, 
telling  us  little  more,  except  it  was  made  in 
Italy.  Still  no  manufacturer's  name,  still 
no  batch  number.  But  nothing  could  be 
more  timely  than  the  graph  which  showed 
the  bioavailability  difference  between 
Daonil  and  the  other  brand. 

What  they  are  saying  is  that 
originators  set  standards  which  everyone 
should  match  before  being  able  to  market 
the  product  as  a  valid  alternative.  I  agree 
with  that.  It  is  implicit  therefore  that  the 
standards  currently  set  in  our  official 
tomes  are  inadequate.  Bioavailability  as 


well  as  the  physical  tests  must  now  be 
demanded  before  any  product  is  to  be 
dispensed. 

What  I  found  obnoxious  about 
Hoechst's  approach  was  the  implication 
that  if  a  generic  glibenclamide  were  to  be 
marketed  (and  for  all  I  knew,  it  might 
have  been  the  next  day)  the  product  was 
likely  to  be  ineffective,  to  be  dispensed  at 
serious  danger  to  the  patient,  never  mind 
who  made  it.  Because  there  is  no  way  the 
retail  pharmacist  can  check  on 
bioavailability,  he  has  to  buy  on  trust  — 
in  my  case  by  sticking  to  firms  he  knows 
like  Cox  Evans  or  Kerfoot  for  example. 

If  Government  decides  it  will  pay  only 
a  given  price  for  a  generic,  what 
contractor  would  be  able  to  continue  to 
dispense  the  original  at  maybe  two  or 
three  times  the  new  low  price  now  to  be 
paid?  If  it  proves  ineffective  and  the 
patient  dies?  Our  SDP  man  will  have  the 
answer  no  doubt.  But  when  the  facts  are 
weighed  up,  I  believe  for  once  the  DHSS 
have  got  it  right. 


Lo-go  area 


"Ouch!"  "Sorry,  Philip  Paul,  Sir,  I 
didn't  intend  to  cause  so  much  pain  that 
you  had  to  react  personally,  and  so 
scornfully  (Letters,  last  week).  You  must 
know  as  well  as  I  there  are  times  when  I 
could  cheerfully  dump  my  anonymity  and 
jump  back  into  the  arena  under  my  own 
name.  But  I  now  have  a  weekly  column 
where  I  can  do  more  to  affect  the  way  my 
colleagues  see  things  than  I  would  ever 
have  by  myself. 

I  can  see  changes  which  with  no 
modesty  at  all  I  think  I  have  accelerated. . . 
and  you  are  one  of  them.  So  don't  get  so 
huffy  when  I  differ  from  you  on  a  matter 
of  minor  policy  —  or  is  it  politics?  To 
suggest  I  don't  believe  in  the  employment 
of  experts  is  a  bit  weak,  considering  how  I 
have  supported  expenditure  on  your  own 
office.  But  I  do  not  think  the  purchase  of 
a  tarted  up  symbol  from  a  highly- 
overheaded  PR  design  group  is  anything 
but  part  of  an  already  overworked  me-too 
PR  reflex. 

I  was  not  being  frivolous  when  I 
suggested  a  large  wall  plaque  saying 
"Registered  Pharmacy."  Of  all  the 
sectors  in  pharmacy  only  retailing  might 
be  seen  to  have  a  problem  of  identity  in 
the  public  eye.  Further  symbols  or  totems 
will  do  little  to  help  —  our  competitors 
spawn  them  by  the  dozen.  So  since  it  is  I 
and  my  fellow  retailers  who  are  at  the 
sharp  end,  I  would  ask  the  Council  to 
listen  to  what  we  say,  and  at  least  find  out 
if  it  makes  sense  before  being  carried  away 
by  all  the  bull. 


Nine  pharmacists  have  been  designated 

Fellows  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of 

Great  Britain  for  distinction  in  various 

aspects  of  the  profession. 

For  distinction  in  the  profession  of 

pharmacy 

Mr  Keith  Ackroyd,  Nottingham,  director, 
Boots  Co  Ltd. 

Dr  Geoffrey  G.  Benson,  Manchester 

University  school  of  pharmacy. 

Mr  Kenneth  Birch,  Stockport,  community 

pharmacist. 

Mr  Kenneth  H.  Free,  Colchester, 

pharmaceutical  officer.  NE  and  Mid 

Essex  District  Health  Authority. 

Mr  Gordon  M.  Hourston,  Nottingham, 

staff  director,  Boots  Co  Ltd. 

Miss  Pamela  M.  North,  Dorking,  head  of 

the  Society's  library  and  technical 

information  services. 

Dr  John  M.  Pickett,  senior  lecturer  in 

pharmaceutics  and  physical  pharmacy, 

Brighton  Polytechnic. 

Dr  Colin  N.  Roberts,  Chelmsford, 

chairman  of  Life  Science  Research 

(Japan)  Inc  and  director  for  overseas 

liaison,  Life  Science  Research  Ltd. 

For  distinction  in  the  practice  of 

pharmacy 

Mr  Albert  H.  Pryce,  Gwent,  until  his 
retirement  in  1979  district  pharmaceutical 
officer  and  principal  pharmacist,  Merthyr 
and  Cynon  Valley  Health  District;  former 
vice-chairman,  Welsh  Pharmaceutical 
Advisory  Committee. 
□  Ken  Free  won  the  C&D  Research  Medal 
and  Award  for  the  best  presentation  at 
this  year's  BP  Conference  practice 
research  session.  Mr  Free  presented  one  of 
two  papers  on  a  survey  of  prescriptions 
dispensed  in  East  Anglia. 
Ms  Joyce  Parker,  FPS,  has  been  elected 
chairman  and  Mr  Mervyn  Madge,  FPS, 
secretary,  of  the  pharmaceutical  group, 
Royal  Society  of  Health. 


Briefly 


■  The  Medicines  (Prescription  Only) 
Amendment  (No  2)  Order  1982  (SI  1982 
No  1596,  HMSO  £0.75)  makes 
dimetridazole  prescription  only  unless 
used  in  specified  concentrations  for 
blackhead  in  turkeys  and  game  birds, 
trichomoniasis  in  pigeons  and 
histomoniasis  in  chickens.  This  part  of  the 
Order  is  effective  from  January  12,  1983. 
Another  part,  effective  December  8, 
excludes  narasin  from  being  prescription 
only  when  used  in  chicken  feeds  at  no 
more  than  80  parts  per  million. 
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PSNI  COUNCIL 


Retention  fees  up 
£5  next  year 


Draft  regulations  for  increasing  the 
retention  fee  from  £35  to  £40  next  August 
were  laid  before  the  Council  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Northern 
Ireland  at  its  November  meeting.  A 
motion  was  also  passed  to  remove  those 
who  have  not  paid  this  year's  retention  fee 
from  the  Register  with  effect  from 
December  10. 

The  secretary  submitted  a  draft  of  the 
new  Society's  General  Regulations  which 
would  give  effect  to  an  increase  in  the 
amounts  of  the  retention  fees  (C&D 
October  9  p649).  The  draft  also  provided 
for  increases  in  the  fee  for  the  registration 
of  students  and  the  retention  fee  payable 
by  a  student.  Provision  was  included  to 
increase  the  fee  for  the  restoration  of  a 
name  to  the  Register  of  Pharmaceutical 
Chemists.  The  Council  approved  the  draft 
Regulations  which  should  come  into 
operation  on  August  1,  1983. 

The  following  motion  was  also  passed: 
"That  the  names  of  those  members  and 
students  of  the  Society  who  have  not  paid 
the  retention  fee  for  the  current  year  be 
removed  from  the  appropriate  Register 
with  effect  from  December  10." 

The  president,  Mr  J.H.  Galbraith, 
gave  a  warm  welcome  to  Mr  Robert  H. 
Clarke,  Dundonald,  who  was  attending 
his  first  meeting  and  wished  him  many 
happy  years  in  his  association  with  the 
Council's  work. 

It  was  agreed  to  grant  a  request  that  a 
small  sub-committee  of  the  Eastern 
Health  and  Social  Services  Board's 
Pharmaceutical  Advisory  Committee 
should  have  a  discussion  with  the  joint 
Council,  UCA  and  PCC  committee  to 
discuss  the  pharmaceutical  needs  in  rural 
areas  for  which  the  Board  was 
responsible. 


A  letter  from  the  Department  of 
Health  and  Social  Services  was  read 
informing  the  Council  agreement  had 
been  reached  that  the  standardisation  on  a 
single  strength  of  insulin  was  desirable 
and  that  the  most  suitable  strength  was 
100  units  per  ml.  A  copy  of  a  circular 
shortly  to  be  issued  to  Health  and  Social 
Services  Boards  and  general  medical  and 
pharmaceutical  practitioners  was 
enclosed.  The  letter  sought  the  Society's 
support  and  co-operation  in  the  change- 
over. The  secretary  said  the  Council  had 
agreed,  some  months  ago,  to  a  similar 
request  from  the  British  Diabetic 
Association.  It  was  hoped  that  the 
changeover  would  start  early  in  1983  but 
patients  in  Northern  Ireland  might  not  be 
called  upon  to  attend  clinics  until  later  in 
the  year  so  that  stocks  of  the  new  syringes 
could  be  built  up. 

It  was  agreed  to  invite  Dr  Geoff  Booth 
and  Dr  Ian  Jones,  Pharmacy  Practice 
Research  Unit,  Bradford  University,  to 
provide  a  weekend  management  course  at 
the  Society's  House  during  April  1983.  Mr 
Kerr  said  past  courses  had  proved  most 
valuable.  The  subjects  dealt  with  differed 
to  some  extent  from  those  covered  at  the 
residential  course  provided  by  the 
Northern  Ireland  Staffs  Council  and  he 
hoped  that  as  many  as  possible  of  the 
students  would  attend  both  courses.  The 
secretary  said  that  the  Staffs  Council 
course  would  be  held  from  April  6-8, 
1983;  the  course  at  the  Society  could  be 
held  later  in  the  same  month. 

Reports  from  the  Finance  and 
Education  Committees  were  adopted.  In 
presenting  the  former  Mr  Napier  said  that 
a  job  description  and  conditions  of  service 
for  the  posts  of  secretary  designate  and 
secretary  were  now  available. 


The  Council  agreed  to  make  a  grant  of 
£300  from  the  C.W.  Young  Scholarship 
Fund  to  Mrs  CM.  Passmore  who  is 
presently  undertaking  part-time  research 
work  in  the  department  of  pharmacy,  the 
Queen's  University  of  Belfast,  into  the 
nature  and  extent  of  specific  drug 
excretion  in  human  breast  milk  with  a 
view  to  collecting  information  which  will 
allow  mothers  to  be  advised  whether  or 
not  to  suckle  their  infants  when  taking 
specific  medication.  The  results  would  be 
compared  with  those  obtained  from  a 
similar  study  recently  instituted  by 
members  of  the  department's  staff  in 
Zimbabwe. 

The  applications  of  the  following  for 
registration  as  students  were  granted: 
Hilary  Anne  Crown,  47  Richill  Park, 
Kilfenna,  Londonderry. 
Helen  Greer,  135  Mowhan  Road, 
Markethill,  co  Armagh. 
Stephen  Thomnas  Guy,  29  Kernan  Grove, 
Portadown,  co  Armagh. 

Mr  Hunter  reported  that  arrangements 
for  the  president's  dinner  to  be  held  on 
March  23,  1983  were  well  advanced.  The 
function  would  be  held  in  the  Conway 
Hotel,  Dunmurry. 

Miss  Watson  reported  that  three  of  the 
four  lectures  arranged  by  the  Agricultural 
and  Veterinary  Pharmacists  Group  had 
already  been  held.  The  attendance  on  each 
Wednesday  evening,  while  good,  could 
have  been  better.  On  each  occasion  an 
excellent  lecture  had  been  given  and  those 
present  were  anxious  that  the  series  should 
be  extended. 

The  president  reminded  members  that 
the  final  lecture  in  the  series  arranged  by 
the  committee  for  post-graduate 
education  and  training  would  be  held  at 
the  Medical  Biology  Centre  on  December 
7.  Tea  would  be  served  at  7.30pm  and  the 
lecture  would  commence  at  8.00pm.  He 
had  also  attended  a  meeting  of  the 
Lurgan,  Portadown  and  Armagh  District 
Branch  held  in  the  health  centre, 
Craigavon  on  November  8.  There  was  an 
excellent  attendance  of  members  and 
students  and  a  lively  discussion. 

The  secretary  reported  that  with  the 
president  he  had  contacted  the  Area 
Pharmaceutical  Officer  of  each  of  the 
four  Health  and  Social  Services  Board 
and  invited  them  to  meet  some  members 
of  Council  on  Wednesday,  December  !.■ 


Don't  you  think  his  skin  deserves 
a  little  protection? 


One  antiseptic  healing  cream  gives  the  elderly  and  immobile  all 
the  protection  they  need.  It's  Sudocrem. 
Specially  made  to  soothe  sore  skin. 
Recommend  it  for  pressure  sores,  knowing  that  many 
doctors  and  health  visitors  do  the  same.  Display  it,  know- 
ing it  leads  to  high  demand  -  and  even  higher  profits. 
Make  sure  you  keep  Sudocrem  in  stock.  To  give  your 
customers  the  protection  they  deserve. 

SOOTHES  SORE  SKIN 

Distributors  for  Great  Britain 

David  Anthony  Pharmaceuticals  Limited 

59  Crosby  Road  North.  Liverpool  L22  4QD. 


Sudocren! 


Aseptic  healing 
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PSGB  Statutory  Committee 

An  isolated 
piece  of 
misconduct9 


While  Croydon  pharmacist  Mr  Peter 
Rimer  was  on  a  skiing  holiday  in  Italy,  the 
dispensing  assistant  at  his  shop  was  caught 
dispensing  medicines  without  supervision 
the  Statutory  Committee  was  told 
recently. 

Reprimanding  Mr  Rimer  for  "this 
isolated  piece  of  misconduct",  the 
Committee's  chairman  Sir  Carl  Aarvold 
said  it  was  not  the  luckiest  of  days  for  him 
when  one  of  the  Society's  inspectors  chose 
to  make  a  routine  check  on  the  South 
End,  Croydon  pharmacy.  A  locum 
pharmacist  had  failed  to  turn  up  and  by 
the  time  the  inspector  arrived  at  10.40  am, 
the  assistant  had  dispensed  24  NHS 
prescriptions. 

Sir  Carl  said:  "It  was  a  misfortune  but 
it  was  also  serious  misconduct  by  Mr 
Rimer.  The  safety  of  the  public  was  at 
risk".  But  as  Mr  Rimer  had  in  no  way 
tried  to  avoid  his  responsibility  for  what 
had  happened  or  belittle  its  seriousness, 
and  the  Committee  felt  it  was  not 


necessary  to  remove  his  name  from  the 
Register. 

Mr  Josselyn  Hill,  for  the  Society,  said 
that  in  November  last  year  at  Croydon 
Magistrates  Court,  Mr  Rimer  pleaded 
guilty  to  eight  charges  under  the 
Medicines  Act  resulting  from  the 
dispensing  of  prescriptions  without  a 
pharmacist  being  present.  All  the 
offences,  including  22  taken  into 
consideration,  took  place  on  January  5 
last  year  when  the  Society's  inspector 
called  at  Mr  Rimer's  shop  on  a  routine 
visit.  There  was  no  pharmacist  there  but 
24  prescriptions,  covering  32  items,  had 
been  dispensed  without  supervision. 

The  Society's  inspector  was  told  by  the 
dispenser  concerned  that  when  the  locum 
did  not  arrive  he  decided  to  carry  on  with 
the  dispensing. 

Mr  Rimer  told  the  Committee  that  his 
first  knowledge  that  the  locum  had  not 
attended  was  when  he  received  a  telegram 
from  his  assistant  at  his  holiday  hotel.  He 
immediately  telephoned  the  shop  and  was 
told  that  the  locum  had  arrived  in  the 
afternoon  and  that  only  the  morning  had 
not  been  covered  by  a  pharmacist. 

He  sincerely  regretted  what  had 
happened  and  had  taken  steps  to  ensure 
that  it  would  never  happen  again.  He  now 
employed  four  pharmacists  for  his  two 
shops.  Mr  Rimer  added  that  the  dispenser 
was  as  able  a  dispenser  as  he  had  ever  met. 
There  was  no  question  of  any  errors. 


Unlawful  sales 

Mr  James  Mcllroy,  formerly  trading  as 
Connock  Chemist  of  Vicarage  Lane, 
Stratford,  East  London  admitted  that  he 
was  convicted  last  December  of  three 
offences  of  unlawfully  supplying  a 
medicinal  product  which  was  not  on  the 
General  Sales  list. 

He  also  faced  a  complaint  from  the 
Council  of  the  Society  alleging  that  437 
prescriptions  were  dispensed  between  July 
1  and  16  last  year,  while  he  and  the 
premises  were  unregistered,  and  that  he 
had  conducted  a  community  pharmacy 
business  in  1977,  1978,  and  1980,  when 
neither  he  nor  the  premises  were 
registered. 

Mr  George  Norris,  a  Society  inspector 
said  the  Vicarage  Lane  Pharmacy  had 
now  been  sold  by  Mr  Mcllroy. 

Mr  Mcllroy  told  the  Committee  that 
domestic  and  financial  difficulties 
prevented  him  from  paying  statutory  fees 
on  time.  As  a  result  of  actions  taken  by 
the  Society  last  Summer,  he  had  to  wait 
six  months  for  payment  for  the  437 
prescriptions  he  dispensed.  This  delay  and 
the  strike  by  Civil  Servants,  had  added  to 
his  cash  flow  problems  and  forced  him  to 
sell  the  business. 

"I  assure  the  Committee  that  my 
Registration  fees  will  be  paid  promptly  in 
future,"  he  added. 


PHILIPS  &  Beekay 
lead  the  way. 

PHIUSHAVE  DOUBLE  ACTION 


Philishave  &  Ladyshave  from 

the  specialist  electrical  wholesale  distributors  for  all  chemists 


UNIT  5,  BINATONE  PLAZA.  WYCOMBE  ROAD.  OFF  BERESFORD  AVENUE.  WEMBLEY.  MIDDLESEX  HAO  1ZF 


Are  also  distributors  lor 


TehOI-900  0588(3lines) 


ANSAFON E  AFTER 
TRADING  HOURS 


BABYUSS 

BRAUN 

CARMEN 


PIFCO 

REMINGTON 
CASIO 


WATER  PI  K 
CLAIROL 


r 


PLEASE  SEND  ME  ACCOUNT  APPLICATION  DETAILS 


NAME 


OPEN  ON  SUNDAYS,  10AM  -  2  PM 

LATE  WEDNESDAYS  & THURSDAYS 
TO  9RM. 


ADDRESS 


Tel  No 
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PRESCRIPTION  SPECIALITIES 


Osmotic  dose  form 
for  indomethacin 

Osmosin  incorporates  a  newly  developed 
osmotic  system  for  the  oral  administration 
of  indomethacin.  In  the  body  the  drug  is 
pumped  slowly  and  continuously  out  of  a 
membrane-coated  tablet  under  osmotic 
pressure  through  a  single  laser  drilled 
hole. 

The  system,  called  Oros,  has  been 
patented  in  the  US  by  the  Alza 
Corporation,  and  Osmosin,  from  Merck, 
Sharp  &  Dohme,  is  believed  to  be  the  first 
UK  presentation  to  use  it. 


Indomethacin,  present  as  the  soluble 
trihydrate  salt  to  allow  dissolution,  is 
pumped  out  at  a  steady  rate  of 
approximately  7mg  per  hour  for  10  hours 
—  delivery  is  not  influenced  by  pH  or 
motility  of  the  gastrointestinal  tract  says 
the  company. 

The  semi-permeable  membrane 
coating  the  tablet  is  biologically  inert  and 
is  finally  excreted  in  a  "collapsed"  form 
in  the  faeces. 

Plasma  concentrations  of 
indomethacin  are  less  variable  and  more 
sustained  than  conventional  capsule 
regimes,  say  Merck,  and  in  most  studies 
patients  had  fewer  central  nervous  system 
and  digestive  system  side  effects. 


Osmosin 


Manufacturer  Merck  Sharp  &  Dohme 
Ltd,  Hertford  Road,  Hoddesdon,  Herts 
Description  Blue  tablets,  marked 
"Osmosin",  consisting  of  a  semi- 
permeable membrane  punctured  by  a 
single  laser  drilled  hole.  Each  tablet 
contains  a  reservoir  of  105mg  sodium 
indomethacin  trihydrate,  delivering  the 
equivalent  of  75mg  of  indomethacin 
Indications  Non-steroidal  anti- 
inflammatory analgesic 
Dosage  Arthritic  /  musculoskeletal 
conditions:  usually  one  daily,  maximum 
of  two  per  day.  Dysmenorrhea:  one  tablet 
a  day  at  onset  of  cramps  or  bleeding  and 
for  as  long  as  symptoms  usually  last.  A 
paediatric  dose  has  not  been  established. 
The  maximum  daily  intake  of 


indomethacin  should  not  exceed  200mg. 
The  tablets  are  to  be  swallowed  whole  and 
taken  with  or  immediately  after  food. 
Contraindications,  warnings  etc  As  for 
other  preparations  of  indomethacin.  Co- 
administration with  beta-blocking  agents 
may  interfere  with  the  antihypertensive 
effect  of  the  beta-blocker.  Some  drug 
interactions  have  been  attributed  to 
inhibition  of  prostaglandin  synthesis, 
namely  reduction  of  the  diuretic  and 
antihypertensive  effect  of  frusemide  and 
thiazides  in  some  patients,  raised  plasma 
lithium  levels  and  reduced  renal  lithium 
clearance  in  subjects  with  steady  state 
plasma  lithium  concentrations 
Packs  30  tablets  in  foil  strips  (£10.80 
trade) 

Supply  restrictions  Prescription  only 
Issued  November  1982.  ■ 


Mitomycin  C  Kyowa 

Manufacturer  Martindale  Pharmaceuticals 
Ltd,  Chesham  Close,  Romford,  Essex 
Description  Purple  crystalline  powder  for 
intravenous  injection  containing 
Mitomycin  C  Kyowa  2mg,  sodium 
chloride  48mg,  or  Mitomycin  C  Kyowa 
lOmg,  sodium  chloride  240mg,  for 
reconstitution  as  an  injection  (available  in 
hospital  only) 

Indications  Antimitotic  and  cytotoxic 
agent  for  certain  types  of  cancer,  either  in 
combination  with  other  drugs  or  after 
primary  therapy  has  failed.  An  alkylating 
agent  which  is  activated  in  the  tissues, 
Mitomycin  C  Kyoma  disrupts  DNA  in 
cancer  cells  by  complexing  with  it,  and 
inhibits  cancer  cell  division  by  interfering 
with  the  biosynthesis  of  DNA.  It  is  rapidly 
cleared  from  the  serum  after  IV  injection 
—  the  time  required  to  reduce  the  serum 
concentration  by  50  per  cent  after  a  30mg 
bolus  injection  is  17  minutes.  Clearance  is 
affected  primarily  by  metabolism  in  the 
liver.  Approximately  10  per  cent  is 
excreted  unchanged  in  the  urine 


Dosage  For  systemic  use  Mitomycin  C 
Kyowa  should  be  given  IV,  taking  care  to 
avoid  extravasation.  The  usual  range  is 
4-10mg  (0.06-0. 15mg/kg)  at  1-6  weekly 
intervals,  depending  on  concurrent 
therapy  and  bone  marrow  recovery.  A 
total  dosage  from  40-80mg 
(0.58-1.2mg/kg)  is  often  required  for  a 
satisfactory  response  when  used  singly 
and  in  combination.  A  higher  dose  may  be 
given  when  Mitomycin  C  Kyowa  is  used 
alone 

Contraindications  Should  be  administered 
under  the  supervision  of  a  physician 
experiencd  in  cytotoxic  cancer  chemo- 
therapy. The  principle  toxicity  is  bone 
marrow  suppression  particularly 
thrombocytopenia  and  leucopenia.  The 
nadir  is  usually  around  four  weeks  after 
treatment  and  toxicity  is  cumulative.  No 
repeat  dose  should  be  given  until  the 
leucocyte  count  has  returned  to  3  x  109/1 
and  platelet  count  to  90  x  109/1.  If  disease 
progression  continues  after  two  courses  of 
treatment  the  drug  should  be  stopped 
since  the  chances  of  response  are  then 
minimal.  Renal  toxicity  has  been 
reported,  and  renal  function  should  be 


monitored  before  and  after  each 
treatment.  Should  not  normally  be 
administered  to  women  who  are  pregnant 
or  breast  feeding.  Contraindicated  in 
patients  who  have  shown  hypersensitivity. 
Nausea  and  vomiting  of  short  duration 
may  be  experienced  immediately  after 
treatment.  Local  ulceration  and  cellulitus 
may  be  caused  by  tissue  extravasation 
during  injection.  The  person 
administering  the  injection  should  not 
allow  the  solution  to  come  into  contact 
with  his  or  her  skin 
Pharmaceutical  precautions  Stable,  at 
room  temperature,  for  four  years  after 
manufacture.  After  reconstitution  it 
should  be  used  within  six  hours  (the 
solution  should  be  kept  at  4°C  in  the 
dark).  If  added  to  infusion  fluids,  the 
resultant  solution  should  be  used 
immediately 

Packs  2mg  (£2.96  trade)  and  lOmg  (£9.28 
trade)  vials  for  IV  injection 
Supply  restrictions  Prescription  only 
Issued  November  1982.  ■ 

Ether  soluble  tar 
paste 

Manufacturer  Martindale 
Pharmaceuticals  Ltd,  Chesham  Close, 
Romford,  Essex  RM1  4JX 
Description  Light  tan  coloured,  non- 
staining  and  emollient  ether  soluble  tar 
paste  containing  ether  soluble  tar  distillate 
1 .5  per  cent,  zinc  oxide  14  per  cent,  starch 
12  per  cent,  and  emollient  base 
Indications  Mild  to  moderate  eczema, 
psoriasis  and  other  skin  conditions 
Dosage  Apply  to  affected  areas  3-4  times 
daily  or  as  directed  by  the  physician 
Contraindications  Known  sensitivity 
Packs  50g  (£0.41  rsp),  and  500g  (£2.26 
rsp) 

Supply  restrictions  Pharmacy  only 
Issued  November  1982.  ■ 

Stesolid  rectal  tubes 

Manufacturer  Weddel  Pharmaceuticals 
Ltd,  Red  Willow  Road,  Wrexham 
Industrial  Estate,  Wrexham,  Clwyd 
Description  White  polythene  rectal  tubes 
containing  clear,  colourless  to  slightly 
yellow  solution  of  2mg  or  4mg  per  ml  of 
diazepam.  Approximately  2.5ml  can  be 
squeezed  from  each  tube,  giving  a  dose  of 
5mg  or  lOmg. 

Indications  Anxiety  and  tension  states,  as 
a  sedative  and  premedicant.  Stesolid 
rectal  tubes  may  be  of  value  for  the 
immediate  treatment  of  convulsions  in 
infants  and  children 

Dosage  Children  1-3  years:  one  5mg  tube. 
Adults  and  children  over  3  years:  one 
lOmg  tube.  Elderly  patients:  one  5mg 
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tube.  Higher  doses  may  be  required.  If  no 
effect  is  seen  after  5  minutes  the  contents 
of  a  further  tube  may  be  administered 
Contraindications,  precautions  etc  Should 
be  used  with  caution  in  patients  with  renal 
or  hepatic  dysfunction,  chronic 
pulmonary  insufficiency  or  closed  angle 
glaucoma.  Elderly  or  debilitated  patients 
are  particularly  suseptible  to  side  effects 
and  may  require  a  lower  dose.  Otherwise 
as  for  other  rectal  presentations  of 
diazepam 

Packs  5  tubes  (5mg,  £3.25;  lOmg,  £4.25 
trade) 

Supply  restrictions  Prescription  only 
Issued  November  1982.  ■ 

Co-trimoxazole  and 

Evans  Medical  have  added  co-trimoxazole 
tablets  80/400mg  in  packs  of  500  (£19 
trade)  to  their  range. 

. . .  oxytetracycline 

Evans  yellow,  sugar-coated 
oxytetracycline  tablets  250mg  are  being 
replaced  with  yellow,  film  coated  tablets. 
Packs  of  500  (£5.65  trade)  and  1 ,000 
(£10.50  trade)  tablets  now  being  issued 
contain  the  new  tablets  but  100  packs  of 
sugar-coated  tablets  will  continue  to  be 
issued  until  stocks  are  exhausted.  The  film 
coated  tablets  have  the  Evans  logo  on  one 
side  and  a  large  250  above  a  smaller  166 


code  number  on  the  reverse.  Evans 
Medical  Ltd,  891  Greenford  Road, 
Greenford,  Middlesex  UB6  0HE. 

Indocid-R  colour 

Indocid  R  capsules  are  to  change  colour  to 
a  light  blue  transparent  capsule  with  ivory 
opaque  cap  holding  white  and  blue 
pellets.  Supplies  of  the  capsules  will  be 
introduced  from  mid-December,  in 
bottles  labelled  "new  capsule  colour". 
Thomas  Morson  Pharmaceuticals, 
Hoddesdon,  Herts  EN11  9BU. 

Stie-Lasan 

Stiefel  Laboratories  have  announced  the 
re-availability  of  Stie-Lasan  ointment. 
This  product  has  been  unobtainable  for 
some  weeks  due  to  a  shortage  of  the  active 
ingredient,  dithranol,  the  company  says. 
Stiefel  Laboratories  (UK)  Ltd,  Wellcroft 
Road,  Slough  SL1  4AQ. 

Bellergal  dosage 

The  recommended  dosage  for  Bellergal 
tablets  has  been  changed  to  three  or  four 
tablets  daily,  giving  a  maximum  daily  dose 
of  1 .2mg  ergotamine  and  maximum 
weekly  intake  of  8.4mg.  Sandoz  Products 
Ltd,  PO  Box  Horsforth  No  4,  Calvery 
Lane,  Horsforth,  Leeds  LSI 8  4RP. 


Candeptin  range 

Candeptin  tablets  and  ointment  are  being 
withdrawn  "due  to  instability  of 
currently-available  raw  materials", 
manufacturers  Pharmax  have  announced. 
Pharmacists  should  return  stocks  via  their 
normal  wholesale  supplier.  Pharmax  Ltd, 
Bourne  Road,  Bexley,  Kent  DAS  INX. 

Caplenal  pack 

Berk  have  introduced  a  28  day  calendar 
pack  (£7.72  trade)  of  the  300mg  strength 
of  Caplenal,  in  addition  to  the  100  tablet 
pack.  Berk  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd,  St 
Leonards  Road,  Eastbourne,  Sussex 

Triperidol  rights 

Janssen  Pharmaceutical  have  assigned  all 
rights  on  Triperidol  (trifluperidol)  to 
Lagap  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd,  Old 
Portsmouth  Road,  Peasmarsh, 
Guildford,  Surrey  GU3  1LZ.  

Norpace/Dirythmin 

Prescriptions  for  the  discontinued 
disopyramide  product,  Norpace,  can  be 
filled  with  the  recently  introduced 
Dirythmin.  Likewise  scripts  for  Dirythmin 
can  be  filled  with  Norpace,  and  endorsed 
as  such,  until  stocks  are  exhausted. 


,jjmuiW'  ymmm  vMfr, 

Tanners  Lane,  Barkingside,  llford.  Essex.  Telephone:  01-551  1 027 


Hair  and  Body  Spray 

Washes  and  brushes  out  easily 

Get  the  Jerome  Russell  Hair  and  Body  Glitter  bug 
6  different  colours  —  red,  blue,  green, 
silver,  gold  and  multi-colour. 
Now  available  in  a  three  dozen  mixed  colour 
point  of  sale  display  unit  including  window  sticker. 
Wholesale  enquiries  welcome. 

If  you  have  difficulty  in  obtaining 
this  most  wonderful  Hair  and  Body  Spray 
contact  Mr.  David  Jerome. 


MAILORDER  FORM 

Please  send  No  Packs  of  3  doz 

mixed  Glitter  sprays  (as  seen  in  advert) 
At  £55.06  (inc.  V.A.T.  Postage  and  Package) 

ADDRESS  


SIGNATURE   

Please  send  cheque  with  order  to: 
Jerome  Russell  Cosmetics  Ltd. 
Tanners  Lane,  Barkingside, 
llford,  Essex.  Tel:  01-551  1027. 
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COUNTERPOINTS 


Additions  in  1983 
Supersoft  relaunch 

The  Supersoft  range  of  hair  care  products 
is  to  be  relaunched  for  1983  with 
alterations  to  the  packaging  and  additions 
to  the  range. 

Packaging  surface  design  has  been 
altered  to  give  greater  variant 
identification  and  the  difference  between 
shampoo  and  conditioner  is  highlighted. 
Supersoft  hairspray  for  light  hold  has  also 
been  renamed  natural  hold  "to  appeal  to 
young  consumers  whose  major  concern  is 
a  natural  hairstyle." 

Additions  to  the  range  are:  Extra  care 
shampoo  and  conditioner  for  dry  and 
heat-styled  hair  as  "70  per  cent  of 
households  now  use  heat  styling;"  Henna 
Shine  shampoo  and  conditioner  for 
normal  hair;  oil-free  shampoo  and 
conditioner  for  greasy  hair  and  mild  and 
gentle  shampoo  for  frequent  use. 
Recommended  retail  prices  for  all  the 
shampoos  are  150ml,  £0.64,  75ml,  £0.43; 
sachet,  £0.12  and  for  all  conditioners: 
150ml,  £0.80;  75ml,  £0.51 ;  sachet,  £0.16. 
Reckitt  Products,  Reckitt  House, 
Stoneferry  Road,  Hull  HU8  8DD. 

Eyelure  concentrate 
on  the  lips . . . 

Eylure  are  introducing  Bonne  Bell  Lip 
Smackers,  flavoured  lip-stick  glosses 
available  in  peppermint,  cherry, 
strawberry  and  wild  raspberry  (£0.49). 
Part  of  the  10-0-6  range,  Smackers 
contain  soothing  and  moisturising 
ingredients  to  prevent  soreness.  Eylure 
Ltd,  Grange  Industrial  Estate, 
Llanfrechfa  Way,  Cwmbran,  Gwent. 


. . .  and  eyes 


Eylure  are  adding  two  styles  to  their 
Naturlites  Easifix  lashes  range.  Style  no  4 
is  a  combination  of  long  and  short  lashes 
and  style  005  are  longer  and  denser  than 
natural  lashes  (both  £1 .95). 

Incocare  additions 
by  Robinsons 

Robinsons  of  Chesterfield  have  added  to 
their  range  of  Incocare  products. 

Ventilated  pants  are  available  in  sizes 
26in  to  50in  hip  (trade  per  case  £14.75). 
Insert  pads  are  disposable  waterproof 
backed  liners  for  the  ventilated  pants 
(trade  per  case  £16.26).  Robinson  &  Sons 
Ltd,  Wheat  Bridge,  Chesterfield, 
Derbyshire  S40  2 AD. 
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Supersoft  is  being  relaunched  in  January 
with  several  new  range  additions 


Bonus  extended 
by  Martindale 

Martindale  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd  are  to 
extend  their  bonus  offer  (12  invoiced  as  9 
—  orders  as  whole  dozens  only)  on 
Medised  suspension  100ml,  Medised 
tablets  12s,  Medilave  gel  lOg  and  Medilave 
mouthwash  200ml  until  January  31,  1983. 
Martindale  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd, 
Chesham  House,  Chesham  Close, 
Romford,  Essex  RM1  4JX. 


It's  what  makes 
for  sore  throats 


OH 


CH2  [CH2]4  CH 
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Xmas  guarantee 
and  TV  push 
by  Philips 

Philips  are  running  a  Christmas 
promotion  of  a  money-back  guarantee  on 
Philishave  and  Ladyshave. 

The  money-back  guarantee  is  available 
on  all  purchases  made  up  to  January  15. 
Applications  should  be  accompanied  by 
the  Philishave  or  Ladyshave  in  its 
presentation  case,  and  should  be  sent  to 
Philips  Money  Back  Offer,  60  Lansdowne 
Place,  Hove,  Sussex  BN3  1GE  by 
February  7, 1983. 

Display  material  available  includes  a 
counter  showcard,  window  sticker,  and  a 


pad  of  leaflets  announcing  the  deal  to  the 
customers. 

Pamela  Stevenson  will  be  promoting 
the  Philips  Ladyshave  in  a  Christmas 
commercial  commencing  November  29 
supported  by  the  continuing  women's 
Press  campaign.  Philips  Small 
Appliances,  Drury  Lane,  Hastings,  Sussex 

Powder  blush  from 
Rubinstein 

Helena  Rubinstein  are  introducing 
powder  blush  (£6.25),  a  pressed  powder 
accent  colour  in  fragile  peach,  blushing 
pink,  frosted  rose,  tawny  amber  and  gold 
dust.  Each  powder  blush  comes  in  a 
slimline  mirrored  compact  in  deep  red. 
Helena  Rubinstein  Ltd,  Central  A  venue, 
West  Molesey,  Surrey  KT8  ORB. 


ucrets  so  good 


iexylresorcinol,  the  active  ingredient  in  Sucrets,  possesses 

antiseptic  and  local  anaesthetic  properties. 

<dd  this  dual  action  to  the  soothing  demulcent  effect  resulting 

Sucrets'  "boiled-sweet"  form  and  you'll  quickly  see  why  you 

ecommend  these  throat  lozenges  with  confidence. 

)id  you  know,  though,  that  they  can  be  strongly  recommended 

iles  and  profits  too?  It's  a  fact,  ensured  by  advertising  support, 

nant  displays  and  extra  profitable  deals. 

ksk  your  Beecham  Representative  for  details  and  stock 

th  Sucrets  now.  Customers  who  ask  for  them  don't 

ly  accept  anything  less. 


JHROAT 


LOZENGES 


soothing 
antiseptic 


mmend  Sucrets 
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Propa  prices 


Although  Propa  pH  medicated  acne 
cleanser  has  been  discontinued  there  are 
still  stocks  in  the  trade.  These  should  be 
priced  £1 .45  and  not  £1 .99  which  is  the 
price  for  the  Propa  pH  medicated  skin 
cleanser.  Optrex  Ltd,  Optrex  House,  Jays 
Close,  Basingstoke,  Hants. 

New  can  for  Wysoy 

Wyeth  are  introducing  a  430g  size  of 
Wysoy,  protein  baby  formula,  to  replace 
the  present  500g  can.  The  mixing 
diagrams  are  now  more  accurate,  the 
feeding  instructions  are  clearer  and  the 
can  is  also  bar  coded.  The  new  can 
conforms  with  the  latest  labelling 
regulations  which  come  into  force  in 
January  1983.  Wyeth  Laboratories, 
Huntercombe  Lane  South,  Taplow, 
Maidenhead,  Berkshire. 

Hacks  distribution 

Junior  Hacks  (£0. 17)  and  2- Way  Hacks 
(£0.25)  are  to  be  distributed  exclusively  to 
chemists  by  LRC  Products  Ltd  from 
November  29.  LRC  Products  Ltd,  North 
Circular  Road,  London  E4  8QA. 

Smaller  Ceplac 

Ceplac  disclosing  tablets  have  been 
reformulated  to  give  a  new  size  tablet 
which,  although  containing  the  same 
amount  of  erythrosine,  is  now  quarter  the 
size  of  the  old  one.  Packaging  of  the 
smaller  pack  size  has  been  changed  to  a  14 
tablet  blister  pack  (£3.62  trade).  Berk 
Pharmaceuticals  Ltd,  St  Leonards  Road, 
Eastbourne,  Sussex  BN21  3  YG. 

December  offers 
from  Unichem 

Unichem  say  they  are  offering  a  wide 
range  of  products  to  members  during  the 
period  December  3-31.  The  usual  price 
cards,  shelf  barkers  and  posters  can  be 
obtained  for  a  selection  of  the  following 
products:  Anadin,  Aspro  Clear,  Angiers 
junior  asprhij  Andrex,  Bic  razor,  Brut  33, 
Cossack  hairspray,  Durex,  Dentu-creme, 
Discover  2,  Elnett  hairspray,  Feminax, 
Gold  Spot,  Grecian  2000,  Imperial 
Leather  talc,  Kotex  Simplicity,  Lil-lets, 
Macleans  toothpaste,  Nivea  creme, 
Polyfoam  perm,  Rennie,  Vosene  and 
Vaseline  petroleum  jelly. 

A  selection  of  sundries  will  also  be  on 
offer  to  members  throughout  December. 
These  are  Unichem  clinical  thermometers, 
Thermos  Roughneck  flasks  and  Kent  of 
London  toothbrushes  and  combs. 
Unichem  Ltd,  Crown  House,  Morden, 
Surrey. 
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Brighter  outlook  for  1983 
forecast  by  Silver  Book 


Sales  of  cosmetics  and  toiletries  in  the  UK 
domestic  market  stood  at  £629m  in  the 
twelve  month  period  to  March  1982 
according  to  the  latest  "Silver  Book" 
published  by  John  Hogston  Associates. 
This  was  an  increase  of  8.3  per  cent  on  the 
year-ago  period  with  prices  rising  by  8.9 
per  cent  and  demand  in  real  terms  falling 
by  0.6  per  cent. 

Twelve  months  ago  the  decline  was 
over  12  per  cent  and  in  March  1980  stood 
at  over  4  per  cent. 

By  the  end  of  March  1981  the  report 
finds  that  stocks  are  back  to  an  acceptable 
norm  and  quarterly  money-volume 
demand  began  to  reflect  consumer 
buying. 

Consumer  expenditure  increased  by 
1 1 .9  per  cent  and  retail  sales  increased  by 
8.2  per  cent  when  compared  with  the  year- 
ago  figures.  As  to  how  chemists  and 
department  stores  are  faring  the  figures 
show  that  chemists  registered  at  8.1  per 
cent  value  increase  which  is  described  as 
"average"  and  large  multiples  with  food 
had  an  above  average  increase  of  10.8  per 
cent  and  without  food  9.5  per  cent. 

Five  of  the  categories  covered  are 
showing  a  money-volume  increase  in  the 
period  under  review.  This  compares 
favourably  with  the  year-ago  survey  which 


in  only  one  category  registered  an 
increase.  Depilatories  ( +  18.2  per  cent), 
deodorants  (  +  6.1  per  cent),  skincare 
(  +  5.8  per  cent),  hair  preparations  (  +  3.3 
per  cent)  and  denture  preparations  ( +  1 
per  cent)  all  registered  increases  while 
fragrances,  men's  products,  make-up  and 
toothpastes  registered  decreases  ranging 
from  -0.6  per  cent  for  fragrances  to  —9.6 
per  cent  for  toothpastes.  Advertising 
expenditure  at  £76 '/2  m  was  25  per  cent 
higher  than  in  the  year-ago  period. 

The  report  concludes  that  after  three 
very  slack  years  1983  will  be  rather 
brighter.  "There  will  be  no  mini-boom  as 
there  was  in  1978  and  1979,  but 
destocking  is  over  and  modest  stock 
rebuilding  may  add  impetus  to  normal 
demand.  Inflation  is  under  control  and 
economic  forecasters  predict  real 
disposable  incomes  once  again  rising  at  a 
faster  rate  than  prices  —  seen  though  the 
differential  is  rather  marginal." 

The  feeling  is  one  of  quiet  confidence, 
says  the  report,  as  the  Government  is 
certain  to  ease  the  tight  reins  which  have 
been  holding  back  growth.  "The  Silver 
Book  —  a  review  of  the  cosmetic  and 
toiletry  preparations  market.  March 
1982.  "John  Hogston  Associates  Ltd,  23 
Go/den  Square,  London  Wl. 


Gift  sets  and  TV  push 
for  Victoria  Plum 

Additions  are  being  made  to  the  Victoria 
Plum  range  in  time  for  Christmas. 
Available  in  special  gift  sets  are  a  transfer 
soap  and  body  talc  (£1 .59);  hand  and 
body  lotion  and  body  talc  (£2.39);  satin 
bath  oil  and  body  talc  (£2.49). 

The  £100,000  television  advertising 
campaign  has  been  extended  to  Scotland 
throughout  the  peak  Christmas  buying 
period.  Richards  &  Appleby  Ltd,  Gerrard 
Place,  East  Gillibrands,  Skelmersdale, 
Lanes  WN8  9SU. 

Sophia  hits  town 

Sophia  Loren  is  again  to  make  personal 
appearances  as  part  of  a  £300,000 
promotion  for  Coty's  perfume,  Sophia, 
which  she  inspired. 

Miss  Loren  is  to  visit  Boots  of  Market 
Street,  Manchester,  on  December  7  at 
3pm  and  on  December  8,  at  3pm,  she  will 
visit  Lewis's  at  Argyle  Street,  Glasgow. 
Rigease  Ltd,  PO  Box 27,  Brentford, 
Middlesex. 


Deep  Fresh  foam  bath  is  being 
promoted  for  Christmas  with  the  400ml 
size  enlarged  to  480ml  (still  £1. 19)  and 
the  250ml  size  to  300ml  (still  £0.84). 
Reckitt  and  Colman  Products  Ltd, 
Dansom  Lane,  Hull  HU8  7DS 


A  baker's  dozen  in 
Durex  promotion 

LRC  Products  are  running  a  promotional 
campaign  over  the  Christmas  period.  A 
sample  of  Fetherlite  extra  fine  will  be 
included  in  every  12-pack  of  Durex 
Gossamer  during  December  and  January. 

Fetherlite  extra  fine  now  holds  27  per 
cent  of  the  market,  after  being  relaunched 
at  the  end  of  1 98 1 ,  and,  LRC  claims,  has 
shown  a  5  per  cent  volume  growth  in  the 
year  to  September  1982.  The  Durex 
12-pack  size  commands  66  per  cent  of  all 
sheath  sales. 

A  retail  promotion  is  to  run  from 
December  to  the  end  of  March,  and 
retailers  who  display  Durex  products  and 
LRC's  range  of  cough  medicines  on  the 
Durex  tower  stand  and  display  trays,  will 
be  able  to  enter  a  monthly  regional 
competition  and  a  national  draw.  First 
prize  in  the  draw  is  tickets  to  a  major 
sporting  or  entertainment  event  and 
includes  overnight  accomodation  and 
travel.  LRC  Products,  North  Circular 
Road,  Chingford,  London  E4. 

ON  TV 
NEXT  WEEK 


Ln 

London 

WW  Wales  &  West 

We 

Westward 

M 

Midlands 

So  South 

B 

Border 

I  c 

Lanes 

NE  North-east 

G 

Grampian 

Y 

Yorkshire 

A  Anglia 

E 

Eireann 

Sc 

Scotland 

U  Ulster 

CI 

Channel  Is 

Anadin: 

All  areas 

Askit  powders: 

Sc 

Beechams  hot  lemon: 

All  areas 

Blue  Stratos: 

All  except  U,E,CI 

Chanel  No  5: 

All  areas 

Chanel  for  Men: 

All  areas 

Chanel  No  19: 

All  areas 

Crookes  One-A-Day: 

All  areas 

Ever  Ready  batteries: 

All  areas 

Jerome  Russell  Glitter  Spray:  Ln 

Karvol  capsules: 

All  except  E 

Lentheric  Mystique: 

All  areas 

Panache: 

All  areas 

Tweed: 

All  areas 

Oil  of  Ulay: 

All  except  U,E, CI 

Old  Spice:           All  except  WW,So,We,E,CI 

Paddi  Cosifits: 

All  areas 

Polaroid  Amigo  cameras: 

All  areas 

Button  cameras: 

All  areas 

Sun  cameras: 

All  areas 

Robinson's  baby  foods: 

All  areas 

Scholl  Soft  Step: 

M 

Strepsils  tablets: 

All  areas 

Vicks  cough  syrup: 

All  except  U,B,E,CI 

Vicks  Sinex  nasal  spray: 

Ln,M,Lc,Y,Sc,NE 

Yardley  Chique: 

All  areas 

Father  Xmas: 

All  areas 

Liberty: 

All  areas 

Pure  Silk: 

All  areas 
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Snookered  by 
Cossack 


products.  Almay,  225  Bath  Road,  Slough, 
Berks  SL1  4 A  U. 


Jimmy  White,  1982  World  Snooker 
Championship  semi-finalist  appears  on- 
pack  promoting  the  latest  Cossack 
competition,  which  offers  10  home 
snooker  sets  to  prizewinners. 

Using  a  "Spot  the  difference" 
formula  which  they  have  consistently 
found  to  be  the  most  popular  and  the 
most  straightforward,  Reckitts  are 
offering  prizes  of  6  x  3ft  mahogany 
tables  with  cues  and  balls.  Reckitt  & 
Colman  Products  Ltd,  Dansom  Lane, 
HullHV8  7DS. 

Almay  lens  advice 

Almay  have  introduced  a  leaflet  about 
cosmetics  for  contact  lens  wearers.  The 
leaflet  is  designed  to  inform  the  lens 
wearer  of  the  problems  that  arise  from 
wearing  both  lenses  and  make-up.  It 
contains  tips  on  how  to  avoid  irritation  or 
soreness,  recommending  suitable  Almay 


Pin  Up  is  being  repackaged  in  red  and 
white  diamond-shaped  packs  which 
will  include  a  "Pin  Up  perming  guide" 
giving  detailed  instructions  on  how  to 
achieve  a  number  of  different  permed 
styles.  Elida  Gibbs  Ltd,  PO  Box  1DY, 
Portman  Square,  London  W1A  WY 


Balenciaga 


Balenciaga  have  added  a  30ml  and  60ml 
eau  de  parfum  (£10  and  £13.50)  to  the  Le 
Dix  fragrance  range.  Balenciaga  Ltd,  27 
Grosvenor  Street,  London  W1X9FE. 


Herbal  teas  get 
consumer  support 

The  Health  &  Diet  Food  Co  have  added 
balm  mint  to  their  range  of  Pompadour 
herbal  teas  (£0.35).  A  £20,000  consumer 
advertising  campaign  will  run  in  Here's 
Health  and  Health  Now  through  1983  and 
will  include  a  sampling  operation  in 
Here's  Health. 

A  new  range  of  POS  material  will  also 
be  available  which  includes  full  colour 
showcards  designed  to  form  hanging 
dispays.  Health  and  Diet  Food  Co  Ltd, 
Seymour  House,  79  High  Street, 
Godalming,  Surrey  GU7 1 A  W. 


Direct  marketing 

Paul  Hartmann  Ltd  will  now  market  their 
range  of  Bel  De  Luxe  products  including 
beauty  pads,  cotton  buds  and  Blandina 
nappies  direct  from:  Unit  IE,  Nine  Elms 
Industrial  Estate,  87  Kirtling  Way, 
London  SW8. 


-FrAA  sores  are  one  problem  that 
SeBSgtontiavrtermen, 
Sithavetowonvabout. 


'™Ben*fevisre scueteam™ 


oth'mgp" 


the 


arrv  n«f 


iioated  Blisteze 


srides  nil  h* 


lief  tore 


c!;lnd  sore  «ps  to* 


,ks  after  their  lips  >« 


it  do  the  same 


[<>r: 


mis  aim 


Bliss  lot 


BLISTEZE 
ttoubledlips 


f«rv..ursc)ll((  ^"PS'fHdothesame 

r..  BLISTEZE  ^ 
giss  for  troubled  line 


Your  customers  may  never  climb  Ben  Nevis, 
but  you  can  still  come  to  their  rescue 


W ith  BliStfiZfi     S°re  lips  aild  C()lcl  sores  are  a  constant  threat  when  you  are 

exposecj  to  the  elements.  Which  is  why  professionals  use  Blisteze. 

And  they  are  not  alone.  Medicated  Blisteze  continues  to  be  the  most  popular  treatment  for 
cold  sores  and  sore  lips-because  it  is  known  to  be  the 
effective  treatment. 

With  a  heavy  national  advertising  campaign  behind  it, 
Blisteze  is  one  product  you  won't  have  to  worry  about 
selling.  Make  sure  you  have  enough  to  meet  demand. 

BLISTEZE.  Bliss  for  troubled  lips. 

Dendron  Ltd.,  94  Kit  kmansworth  Road,  Watford,  Herts  WD1  7JJ.Tel.  (0923)  29251. 


Quick  relict  tor 
Cdld  sores 
Cracked  lips 
Chapped  lips 


fBhsteze 


0  Blisteze 
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these  sy 


8 

SUDAFEPCO 

TABLETS 

COLD  SYMPTOM 
RELET- 


Your  customer  may  well  have 
a  temperature,  not  to  mention  a 
throbbing  head. 

And  what  he  thought 
was  a  heavy  cold  could  be 
the  first  signs  of  flu. 

Sudafed-Co  Tablets  will 
provide  fast  relief. 


If  his  eyes  are  streaming,  the 
chances  are  it's  caused  by  an 
j  £   allergy  such  as  hayf ever. 

Actifed  Syrup  or 
Tablets  should  be 
recommended,  and 
also  for  congestion 
in  colds  and  flu. 


ACTIFED 

|  SYRUP 

'J  ^ 

3  W 

;  AKDFtU 

j  ACTIFED 

I  TABLETS 

if    QUICK  ACTING 
j!  DECONGESTANT 

^ACTIFED* 

EXPECTORANT 


LOOSENS 
AND  CLEARS 
CHESTY  COUGHS 


This  time  your  customer  is 
suffering  from  a  wet  chesty  cough. 

For  fast  relief  you  should  counter 
prescribe  Actifed  Expectorant. 


ACTIFED  Tablets  and  Syrup  contain  Trip  ro  lid  in  e  Hydrochloride  BP  and  Pseudoephedriae 
Hydrochloride  BP.  ACTIFED  Compound  Linctus  contains  Trip rolidine  Hydrochloride 
BP,  Pseudoephedrine  Hydrochloride  BP,  and  Codeine  Phosphate  BP.  ACTIFED 
Expectorant  contains  Trip  rolidine  Hydrochloride  BP,  Pseudoephedrine 
Hydrochloride  BP,  andGuaiphenesin  BP 

SUD  AFED  Tablets  and  Elixir  contain  Pseudoephedrine  Hydrochloride 
SUDAFED-Co  Tablets  contain  Pseudoephedrine  Hydrochloride  BP  and 
Paracetamol  BP.  SUDAFED  Expectorant  contains  Pseudoephedrine 
Hydrochloride  BP  and  Guaiphenesin  BP. 
Further  information  is  available  on  request. 


one  of 
eezed  at 


One  look  at  the  poor  man's  nose 
and  you'll  see  he's  completely 

bunged  up.   t 

He  could  well  be 
suffering  from  catarrh 
and  congestion.  What 
he  needs  is  Sudafed 
Elixir  or  Tablets. 


SUDAFED 

TABLETS 

QUICK  ACTING 
DECONGESTANT 


If  he  can't  manage  a  full 
sentence  it's  because  his 
dry  tickly  cough  is  getting 
the  better  of  him. 

In  this  case  Actifed 
Compound  Linctus  should 
be  your  first  choice. 


ACTIFEirl 

COMPOUND  N 
LINCTUS 

CONTROLS 
DRY  COUGHS 


His  obvious  discomfort  is  probably 
caused  by  a  productive  cough. 

If  no  allergic  components  are 
present,  you  should  be  recommending 
Sudafed  Expectorant. 


Wellcome  Consumer  Division,  The  Wellcome  Foundation  Ltd., 
Crewe,  Cheshire. 

ACTIFED  and  SUDAFED  are  trade  marks. 


Wellcome 
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j 

Suffolk  'punch'  from 
Irene  wins  the  day 


The  twenty  or  so  shopping  days  left 
before  Christmas  should  hold  no  terrors 
for  Irene  Jackson  or  the  customers  of  the 
J.M.  Brunt  pharmacy  in  Brandon, 
Suffolk.  For  Irene,  the  Chemist  & 
Druggist  Assistant  of  the  Year  as  of 
November  25  and  winner  of  the  £1,000 
first  prize,  is  well  able  to  confront  any 
festive  display  with  a  pretty  purse  and  the 
local  shoppers  with  the  assurance 
afforded  by  her  richly  deserved  title. 

The  competition  was  indeed  "hot"  in 
the  lush  foliage  fringing  the  swimming 
pool  of  the  Sheraton  Skyline  Hotel.  Like 
Mrs  Jackson,  the  other  14  regional 
finalists  present  on  the  day  can  consider 
themselves  as  "winners".  Indeed,  Miss 
Patricia  Lamburn,  editorial  director,  IPC 
magazines  and  one  of  the  judges  was 
astounded  by  the  standard  achieved  by  all 
the  finalists:  "I  would  love  to  be  one  of 
your  customers,"  she  said. 

Irene  Jackson's  husband  Bill  and 
youngest  son  Graham,  accompanied  her 
on  the  drive  to  London  from  the  relative 
isolation  of  Suffolk  —  and  then 
abandoned  her  for  the  delights  of  the 
capital.  Both  returned  to  the  hotel  just  in 
time  to  witness  her  triumph  and,  although 


a  little  reticent  about  helping  Irene  to 
spend  the  £1 ,000,  Graham  has  his  eye  on  a 
video  recorder  and  Bill  a  new  car.  Perhaps 
after  all  there  are  too  many  shopping  days 
left  to  Christmas! 

Also  among  the  honours  were  the 
winners  of  the  second  and  third  prizes  of 
£500  and  £250  —  Margaret  Hamilton  of 
J.D.  Hollins,  66  Old  Chester  Road,  Great 
Sutton,  South  Wirral  and  Ann  Bennett  of 
E.S.  Davis  (Chemist)  Ltd,  118  Stroud 
Road,  Gloucester. 

The  grand  final  of  the  fourth  C&D 
Assistant  of  the  Year  Competition  — 
which  is  jointly  sponsored  with  NPA 
Products  —  was  witnessed  by  a  great 
variety  of  people.  Accompanying 
relatives,  proprietors,  and  wholesalers 
shared  in  the  success  of  the  day  together 
with  executives  of  Independent  Chemists 
Marketing  Ltd,  C&D  advertising  and 
editorial  personnel  and  the  judges. 

A  day  of  judgment 

The  judges  were  introduced  to  the 
expectant  finalists  in  the  morning  by  Mr 
Peter  Nicholls,  C&D  advertisement 
manager.  Miss  Pat  Lamburn  joined  Mr 
Ronald  Salmon,  Editor  /  Publisher, 


The  finalists  toast  the  winner,  Mrs  Irene  Jackson  from  the  J.M.  Brunt  pharmacy, 
Brandon,  Suffolk  with  champagne  served  up  by  Tampan  personnel 


Chemist  &  Druggist,  to  judge  product 
knowledge  and  customer  relations  while 
shop  procedure  and  merchandising  skills 
were  put  to  practical  test  by  Mrs  Ailsa 
Benson,  training  development  officer  of 
the  National  Pharmaceutical  Association 
and  Mr  David  Coleman,  vice  chairman  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Services  Negotiating 
Committee  and  a  proprietor  pharmacist 
from  Norfolk. 

The  fixtures  used  in  merchandising 
tests  were  provided  for  the  second  year  by 
Bournemouth  shop  planning  specialists, 
K.  Woodford.  Mr  Woodford  and  an 
assistant  rose  early  and  set  up  the  units  in 
ample  time  for  ICML  staff  to  fill  the 
shelves  with  stock  donated  by  several 
manufacturers. 

The  finalists  faced  the  judges  in  two 
separate  10-minute  morning  and 
afternoon  sessions  in  an  order  determined 
by  the  selection  of  sealed  envelopes.  The 
girls  were  able  to  prepare  for  their  ordeal 
in  a  courtesy  room  on  the  third  floor  and 
to  recover  from  it  by  answering  questions 
posed  by  C&D  in  a  short  interview. 

The  interviews  revealed  some  of  the 
hopes  and  fears  of  a  would-be  Assistant 
of  the  Year.  For  some  the  journey  had 
been  a  problem  with  flying  presenting  the 
challenge.  Angela  Drury  was  so  nervous 
on  her  first-time  flight  from  Humberside 
Airport  that  she  didn't  notice  whether  her 
30-seat  aircraft  was  powered  by  jet  or 
propellor.  Kay  Armstrong  felt  "my 
stomach  was  in  my  neck"  on  her  flight 
from  Merseyside,  while  Irish  contestant 
Karen  Shearer  found  the  contents  of  her 
vanity  case  revolving  before  her  eyes  on  a 
luggage  carousel  at  Heathrow  airport.  (Mr 
Jim  Malcolm  of  Haydock  &  Co  Ltd, 
Northern  Ireland  ICML  wholesalers, 
denies  releasing  the  catch  to  reveal  the 
selection  of  Karen's  "unmentionables"  to 
a  captive  audience.) 

The  questions  put  by  the  panel  of 
judges  brought  comments  from  the 
contestants  ranging  from  diabolical  to 
stretching.  Although  it  soon  became 
apparent  that  the  training  experienced  by 
the  finalists  was  of  the  necessary  standard, 
what  is  perhaps  surprising  is  that  only  one 
or  two  of  the  girls  had  had  any  formal 
training  apart  from  the  odd 
manufacturer's  course.  Ailsa  Benson  told 
C&D  that  even  though  such  informal 
training  could  provide  a  more  than 
adequate  fundamental  knowledge,  further 


1022 


Chemist  &  Druggist  4  December  1982 


formal  training  is  usually  necessary  to 
produce  the  final  confidence.  However, 
Ailsa  said  she  had  been  "most  impressed" 
by  the  contestants. 

'Star  troops' 

The  climax  of  the  day  came  with  the 
presentation  of  the  prizes  —  in  "retro- 
hysterical  order"  —  by  Mr  Don  Ross, 
ICML  chairman.  Looking  on  was  Anne 
Slater,  last  year's  winner  who  received  a 
bouquet,  and  an  Aynsley  china  bowl  (a 
gift  from  Tampax)  from  Mr  Ross  who 
then  paid  tribute  to  the  finalists.  He  said 
they  were  pharmacy's  "star  troops"  and 
would  be  in  the  vanguard  of  the 
anticipated  NPA  advertising  campaign. 
Mr  Ross  hoped  they  would  spread  the 
message  of  training  to  all  their  colleagues: 
"It  is  an  ideal  to  be  strived  for." 

The  celebrations  were  almost  complete 
when  the  hotel's  food  and  beverage 
manager,  Mr  Valentino  Bertolini, 
presented  Irene  Jackson  with  a  sumptuous 
cake  decorated  with  her  name  and  the 
competition  logos. 

The  final  seal  on  a  memorable  day  was 
provided  by  Tampax.  Company 
representatives  popped  open  the 
champagne  and  everyone  was  able  to  face 
the  chill  November  evening  with  that  little 
extra  sparkle. 

□  The  number  of  grand  finalists  able  to  be 
present  on  the  day  was  15.  The  South 
West  regional  finalist,  Betty  Alford,  had  a 
bereavement  in  her  family  very  recently 
and  so  was  unable  to  take  her  place  in  the 
final.  Best  wishes  to  you,  Betty. 


'By  being  here 
we're  all 
winners' 

All  the  contestants  were  unanimous  that 
they  were  enjoying  their  day,  nerves  and 
all,  and  that  it  would  be  a  day  to 
remember.  And  what  friendly  people!  By 
the  end  of  the  day  it  was  as  if  they  had  all 
been  lifelong  friends.  Also  present  was 
last  year's  winner  Ann  Slater  who  told 
C&D  about  the  effect  her  success  had  had 
on  her  life.  Letters  of  congratulation  had 
poured  in  including  some  from  Australia, 
Canada  and  New  Zealand.  Apparently 
local  customers  had  sent  Press  cuttings  to 
former  residents  of  Knotty  Ash  now  living 
overseas  who  then  took  the  trouble  to 
correspond  with  Anne.  "Even  the  grumpy 
old  locals,  the  ones  you  can  never  do 
enough  for  or  seem  to  please, 
congratulated  me,"  said  Anne. 

As  for  the  £1 ,000,  it  is  still  in  the 
Building  Society  gathering  in  the  interest 
ready  for  another  big  spend  on  a  holiday 
next  year.  Anne  went  to  the  island  of 
Crete  last  Summer  and  hopes  to  return  to 
Greece  in  1983. 

Many  of  the  contestants  flew  in  to 
Heathrow  for  the  big  day  and  for  Kay 
Armstrong  it  was  quite  an  experience.  In 
between  telling  C&D  her  tummy  was  in  a 
jiggle  and  her  stomach  in  the  back  of  her 


You  can  have  your  cake  and  eat  it  as  far  as 
Irene  Jackson  is  concerned.  She  was 
presented  with  this  sumptuous  offering 
by  Mr  Valentino  Bertolini  for  the  Sheraton 
Skyline  Hotel 


neck  she  revealed  it  had  been  the  first  time 
she  had  flown  —  and  far  worse  than  the 
actual  competition.  "I  was  more  nervous 
about  flying  than  the  competition,"  she 
told  us,  "and  I've  got  to  go  back!" 

This  was  the  third  time  Kay  had 
entered  the  competition  but  her  first  time 
in  the  Grand  Final.  Having  been  pushed 
into  it  by  the  other  girls  at  work  she  is 
quite  a  local  celebrity  —  news  of  her 
success  has  appeared  in  the  local  Ashton- 
under-Lyne  paper,  the  Manchester 
Evening  News  and  the  Oldham  Chronicle. 
"I  was  confident  at  the  regional  final 
because  I  could  answer  the  questions;  they 
were  reasonable  today  and  the  judges 
"very  nice",  she  pronounced. 

'Quick  spender' 

The  £100  regional  prize  money  has  been 
spent  on  household  items  —  Kay  has  only 
been  married  for  17  months  and  hubby 
had  come  with  her  to  give  moral  support 
at  the  Grand  Final. 

Kay  started  off  knowing  what  she 
would  do  with  the  prize  money  if  she  won 
but  as  she  had  more  and  more  ideas  it  all 
got  very  confusing!  "If  I  win  I  would  use 
it  to  buy  a  fitted  bedroom  ...  or  a  grand- 
father clock  ...  or  maybe  a  holiday  .  .  . 
I'd  like  to  go  to  Hong  Kong  .  .  ." 

Sinking  into  the  comfy  seat,  Kay  told 
us  she  found  the  tropical  setting  very 
relaxing  and  as  she  wandered  off  into  the 
distance  even  offered  to  give  us  a  tune  on 
a  nearby  grand  piano  —  despite  not  being 
able  to  play. 

It  doesn't  get  any  better  each  year  was 
Valerie  Bates'  verdict  after  the  product 
knowledge  session.  Valerie  has  been  in  the 
Grand  Final  three  times  now  and  decided 
it  was  better  not  knowing  what  to  expect 
rather  than  have  experienced  the  format 
of  the  competition  before. 

A  new  outfit  for  the  Grand  Final  came 


The  winning  trio  from  left  to  right 
Margaret  Hamilton,  Irene  Jackson  and 
Ann  Bennett 
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out  of  the  regional  winnings  and  some  of 
it  went  on  the  kids  she  says.  As  to  the 
£1,000,  Valerie  refused  to  even  start 
thinking  about  how  that  would  be  spent. 

An  interview  on  Radio  Derby  was  the 
result  of  her  success.  A  reporter  from  the 
radio  station  came  into  the  shop  posing  as 
a  customer  with  a  cold  and  the  interview 
was  recorded  there  and  then.  Coverage 
also  appeared  in  the  Longeaton 
Advertiser. 

Valerie  is  another  contestant  who 
found  the  tropical  setting  a  great  help  in 
soothing  nerves  —  "it's  so  relaxing  out  by 
the  pool  and  everyone  is  so  chatty,  we 
couldn't  wish  for  anything  better." 

False  alarm? 

Incidentally,  someone  staying  at  the  same 
hotel  as  Valerie  and  her  escort  Frank 
Worral  (from  the  local  wholesaler  R. 
Daniels  &  Son)  must  have  had  quite  a 
shock  that  morning.  Being  first  up  Valerie 
gave  Frank  a  very  cheery  early  morning 
call  only  to  discover  later  in  the  day  she 
had  dialled  the  wrong  number  and  woken 
a  complete  stranger!  For  those  interested, 
Frank  was  woken  by  the  fire  alarm. 
Another  contestant  to  fly  for  the  first 


time  was  Vivien  Bell  who  got  quite 
worried  when  she  saw  the  plane  was  being 
followed  by  a  green  light  and  continued  to 
worry  and  look  out  of  the  window  until 
she  had  worked  out  it  was  actually 
attached  to  the  wing! 

"I  was  more  nervous  yesterday  and  at 
the  regional  final  than  I  am  today.  It's  an 
experience  to  come  here  and  it's  great  fun 
even  if  you  don't  win." 

Vivien  has  entered  the  competition  for 
the  past  four  years  and  for  two  years  came 
third  in  the  regional  final.  The  winnings 
from  the  regional  heat  are  still  sitting  in 
the  bank  —  "waiting  for  a  rainy  day". 

"Most  customers  know  I'm  here  today 
and  if  I  won  I'd  just  faint!"  As  to  how  the 
day  was  going:  "The  shop  display  section 
this  morning  was  much  easier  than  the 
product  knowledge  session,"  was  Vivien's 
verdict.  Competitions  seem  to  attract 
Vivien.  So  far  she  has  won,  among  others, 
£15  in  a  Maws  competition,  a  Tickle 
watch  ("I  think  everyone  did")  and  a 
Skinvention  through  Numark. 

When  she  wasn't  in  the  competition 
session  Vivien  was  wandering  around  the 
hotel  and  while  looking  for  the  hospitality 
room  managed  to  burst  into  the  wrong 


Margaret  Hamilton  receives  a  £500 
cheque  from  Don  Ross  for  coming 
second  in  the  competition 

bedroom  —  luckily  no-one  was  in  bed! 

Ann  Bennett  said  she  had  often 
thought  of  entering  the  competition  and, 
after  taking  third  place  and  the  £250  prize, 
can  have  no  regrets  about  this  "rash 
decision".  For  the  record  Ann  told  C&D 
she  would  take  the  other  girls  at  work  out 
for  a  meal  —  all  seven  of  them!  (There's 
no  escape  for  her  now  it's  in  print!) 

Apparently  five  of  the  girls  entered  the 
competition  and  two  got  through  to  the 
regional  final.  I  didn't  think  I  would  win 
the  local  heat,  Ann  says,  but  when  I  did 
the  boss  said  it  was  all  down  to  her.  The 
kids  are  thrilled  that  I'm  in  the 
competition  and  I  have  to  ring  home  with 
the  result  as  soon  as  I  can. 

According  to  Ann's  husband,  who 
had  driven  down  from  Gloucester  with 

Enjoying  lunch  by  the  pool,  many  of  the 
assistants  found  the  wine  helped  ease 
their  nerves 
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'It's  lovely  to 
be  part  of 
the  day' 

her,  the  prize  money  would  go,  in  part,  on 
a  microwave  oven,  and  any  left,  Ann 
decided,  would  go  on  a  nice  holiday, 
possibly  in  Greece.  "The  competition  was 
much  harder,  much  more  specific  than  I 
thought  but  I'm  so  very  pleased  to  have 
won"  concluded  a  very  dazed  Ann. 

Earlier  in  the  day  Ann  suggested  the 
competition  ought  to  include  a  swim  in 
the  indoor  pool.  "I'd  be  all  right  with  my 
mile  a  week"  she  joked.  Maybe  next 
year  .  .  . 

Patricia  Bithrey  voiced  a  sentiment 
common  to  many  of  the  contestants  after 
her  product  knowledge  session.  Simply 
that  questions  put  by  customers  in  the 
shop  and  able  to  be  answered  quite 
naturally  in  those  surroundings  became  a 
real  headache  in  the  contrived  atmosphere 
of  the  competition.  Patricia  said  she 
understood  that  it  was  the  only  way  it 
could  be  done  and  that  the  judges  were 
wonderful  (of  course!)  but:  "It  would  be 
nice  if  they  could  come  and  see  us 
working." 

Winning  the  regional  final  had  been  a 
tremendous  confidence  booster  — 
Patricia  purchased  a  gold  cobra  neck 
chain  with  her  £100  prize.  In  fact  Patricia 
has  been  both  persistent  and  consistent  in 
estalishing  her  worth.  This  is  the  third 
year  she  was  entered  the  competition 
having  previously  come  second  and  fourth 
in  regional  finals. 

That  Maureen  Bradley  was  having 
second  thoughts  about  the  whole  affair 
was  evident  by  the  question  she  put  to  the 
judges  in  the  introductory  session:  "Is  it 
too  late  to  back  out  now?"  She  must  have 
been  joking  because  the  local  support  in 
the  village  of  Bishop  Waltham  for 
Maureen  was  "absolutely  incredible". 
Her  parents  have  a  shop  there  too  so  the 
population  had  ample  opportunity  to  pass 
on  their  best  wishes  after  reading  about 
Maureen  winning  the  Southern  England 
regional  final  in  no  less  than  three  local 
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"The  merchandising  judgement  takes  place  in  another  room" 


papers.  Win  or  lose  Maureen's  boss 
provided  all  the  staff  with  new  overalls  so 
that  she  could  look  extra  smart  on  the  day 
—  and  a  new  hair  style.  Next  year  she 
hopes  to  go  on  a  dispensing  course  in 
Southampton. 

Sash  windows 

All  the  customers  know  I'm  here  today 
"from  my  absence  if  nothing  else"  Avril 
Cruse  told  C&D,  "and  after  the  regional 
final  when  we  put  the  sash  in  the  window 
they  were  all  interested. 

"I  thought  I  stood  a  chance  at  the 
regional  final  because  I'd  come  second 
before  and  had  some  idea  of  the 
procedure." 

Avril  confessed  to  have  felt  quite 
nervous  about  the  competition  but  the 
judges  are  very  nice  and  make  you  feel  at 
ease,  she  said.  "The  questions  you  are 
asked  are  what  you're  asked  everyday  but 
it's  a  foreign  situation  because  you're  not 
in  your  shop."  There  are  always  going  to 
be  gaps  in  our  knowledge  because  new 
products  are  always  coming  out.  It's  so 
important  to  read  the  magazines, 
especially  Counterpoints." 

The  standard  is  much  higher  than  at 
the  regional  final  she  decided  "but  the 
atmosphere  is  great;  it's  lovely  to  be  part 
of  the  day  and  be  able  to  chat  to  the  other 
contestants." 


A  trip  to  Lanzorote,  the  volcanic 
Canary  Island,  came  out  of  Avril's 
regional  winnings  and  if  she  wins  the  big 
one  a  Ford  Capri  wouldn't  go  amiss! 

Angela  Drury's  boss  had  been  "over 
the  moon"  when  she  won  the  Yorkshire  & 
Humberside  regional  final.  "It  shows  that 
you  are  appreciated,"  she  said.  Customer 
reaction  had  also  been  very  positive  to 
Angela's  success.  But  the  £100  cheque 
from  the  regional  final  went  straight  in  the 
Building  Society  and  is  still  there. 

Angela  said  she  found  the  final  "much 
more  nerve-racking  than  the  regional 
one."  As  for  fellow  finalists:  "We're  not 
all  scratching  each  others  eyes  out,"  said 
Angela,  "but  nobody  is  giving  the  game 
away  either." 

One  contestant  intending  to  turn  her 
trip  to  London  into  a  mini-holiday  was 
Carol  Gibb.  Carol  had  come  down  by 
train  with  her  mother  on  the  previous  day 
(Wednesday)  and  intended  staying  on  and 
seeing  the  sights  until  Saturday. 

"I  was  more  nervous  for  the  regional 
final  than  I  am  today,  which  is  a  bit 
strange  since  I'm  much  further  away  from 
home  today."  The  merchandising  section 
was  easier  than  product  knowledge 
according  to  Carol,  but  overall  the 
questions  are  harder  than  at  the  regional 
final. 

Working  in  a  small  town  the  news  of 


Left:  Valerie  Bates 
in  the  merchandis- 
ing section  of  the 
competition  solving 
the  "problems" and 
right  Liz  Platts, 
Beauty  Editor  of 
C&D  chatting  to 
Margaret  Hamilton 


Chemist  &  Druggist  4  December  1982 


1025 


JOINTLY  SPONSORtD 


1982  od 

CHEMIST  ASSISTANT  t 

OF  THE  YEAR 

COMPETITION 


W 

PRODUCTS 


Regional  winnings  go  on  shopping 
sprees,  bills  and  new  outfits 


Carol's  success  soon  got  around,  but  for 
the  big  day  she  just  seemed  intent  on 
enjoying  herself.  "The  girls  are  all  very 
friendly  and  it's  not  the  be-all  and  end-all 
to  win.  By  being  here  we're  all  winners 
and  it's  a  super  atmosphere. 

"My  regional  final  winnings  are  going 
on  a  shopping  spree  while  I'm  in  London. 
1  want  to  go  round  Harrods  and  if  I  win 
one  of  the  top  three  prizes  I'll  stay  in 
Harrods  longer  and  spend  more!" 

Carol  has  only  been  a  chemist  assistant 
for  18  months,  which  shows  it  is  not 
merely  years  of  experience  that  are 
necessary  to  be  successful  in  the 
competition. 

For  Liz  Groves  the  Final  turned  into  a 
mini-reunion  as  she  and  three  other 
competitors  had  been  together  at  the  1980 
Grand  Final.  "The  fun  of  the  competition 
led  me  to  enter  again,"  she  said.  "I'm  not 
particularly  bothered  about  winning. 

"I  had  a  stab  at  all  the  questions 
although  some  of  them  weren't  easy  —  it 
certainly  makes  you  realise  how  much  you 
do  and  don't  know. 

"My  cheque  from  the  regional  final  is 
still  in  the  bank,"  Liz  said,  "but  only 
until  January,  when  it  disappears  to  pay 
for  the  car  tax.  And  if  I  win  the  big  prize 
I'm  afraid  it's  going  to  have  to  go  towards 
paying  for  the  car  as  well." 

The  Craven  Herald  carried  news  of 
Liz's  success  in  the  regional  final  "after 
the  weddings  but  before  the  deaths". 
Unfortunately  it  couldn't  be  page  three, 
which  is  the  houses  for  sale  section! 

Liz  was  accompanied  to  the  Final  by 
her  boss  who  was  looking  a  little  tired  .  .  . 
which  isn't  surprising  since  they  had  a 
5.30am  start. 

"Shocked"  was  Margaret  Hamilton's 
reaction  when  she  won  the  £500  second 
prize  but  she  did  decide  to  throw  a  party 
for  the  other  girls  in  the  shop.  "Once  I 
was  through  to  the  Final  they  kept  testing 
me  on  product  knowledge.  Unfortunately 
none  of  the  questions  came  up! 

"I  was  very  nervous  this  morning  and 
when  the  judges  gave  me  a  prescription 
and  asked  what  was  wrong  with  it  I  really 
didn't  know.  The  wine  at  lunch  has  helped 
me  to  relax  and  this  afternoon's  session 
went  much  better." 

Margaret  was  accompanied  to  the 
Final  by  her  husband  —  last  year  she 
accompanied  a  colleague  who  had  won 
through  last  year  —  "but  I  still  didn't 


Don  Ross  in  action  again  —  this  time 
presenting  the  third  prize  cheque  for  £250 
to  Ann  Bennett 

Irene  had  no  preconceived  ideas  as  to 
what  she  would  do  with  the  £1 ,000  if  she 
won,  and  although  she  had  not  spent  her 
regional  winnings  it  is  earmarked  for  a 
suede  coat.  The  last  time  I  won  the 
regional  final  I  bought  a  washing  machine 
which  is  really  mundane,  she  laughed,  this 
time  it's  my  treat! 

With  Thursday  the  busiest  day  in  the 
pharmacy,  Irene's  customers  —  who  she 
says  have  been  "marvellous"  —  will  soon 
find  out  where  she's  disappeared  to  for 
the  day  and  will  have  plenty  to  talk  about 
when  they  hear  the  good  news. 

At  the  end  of  the  day,  when  the  results 
were  known,  Irene  was  dazed  but 
delighted  to  have  won.  "I  haven't  come 
down  to  earth  yet  and  the  cake  presented 
by  the  hotel  is  a  lovely  touch." 

Irene's  birthday  was  on  November  18 
and,  although  a  week  late,  the  cheque  is 
certainly  better  late  than  never!  When  the 
local  customers  saw  the  bunch  of  flowers 
Irene's  husband  sent  to  the  shop  they  all 
jumped  the  gun  and  congratulated  her  on 
winning  the  Final.  They  may  have  been  a 
week  early  but  they  have  now  been  proved 
right! 

A  light  moment  for  the  four  judges  before  beginning  the  hard  task  of  funding  a  winner. 
From  left  to  right  are  Mr  David  Colman,  vice  chairman  PSNC,  IPC  editorial  director  Miss 
Patricia  Lamburn,  Mrs  Ailsa  Benson  NPA  training  development  officer  and  Mr  Ron 
Salmon  editor  I  publisher  Chemist  &  Druggist 


know  what  to  expect." 

Both  the  telephone  and  television 
licence  were  paid  —  all  thanks  to 
Margaret's  regional  winnings. 

"I  was  reluctant  to  enter  again,"  said 
Irene  Jackson  the  eventual  winner,  "but 
the  boss  said  I  should  try  again  as  no-one 
else  in  the  shop  wanted  to  have  a  go. 

"If  I'm  honest,  I  hoped  I  would  win 
the  regional  final  and  would  have  been 
disappointed  if  I  hadn't.  I  really  enjoyed 
myself  the  last  time  I  was  here  and  it's  still 
the  same  lovely,  friendly  atmosphere. 

"What  makes  the  competition,  is 
being  able  to  talk  to  the  other  girls.  In  the 
shop  you  are  quite  isolated  and  where  I 
come  from  we're  either  too  busy  or  too 
isolated  to  attend  many  courses." 

As  to  the  actual  competition,  Irene 
thought  the  sessions  had  been  exacting  but 
"the  judges  tried  their  best  to  put  you  at 
ease,"  she  said. 

"The  competition  really  stretches  you 
and  you  can't  really  tell  how  you've  done. 
Although  it  is  my  second  time  here  you 
can't  afford  to  let  your  standards  drop  — 
the  competition  certainly  keeps  you  on 
your  toes." 
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Cheery  contestants  head  for 
home  after  their  great  day 


"A  prescription  for  success"  was  the 
way  the  local  Press  described  Karen 
Shearer's  success  in  the  regional  heat. 
And  a  prescription  for  disaster  is  probably 
how  she  would  describe  her  trip  over  for 
the  big  day.  Poor  Jim  Malcolm,  the  local 
wholesaler,  was  nursing  a  somewhat 
bruised  arm,  all  thanks  to  Karen  who 
clung  onto  him  during  a  turbulent  flight 
through  a  thunderstorm. 

If  this  wasn't  enough,  Karen's  vanity 
case  then  chose  to  burst  open  at  the 
airport  strewing  the  contents  everywhere 
and  amusing  the  many  onlookers.  Picture 
the  scene  .  .  .  Karen  and  Jim  being  chased 
after  by  various  people  retrieving 
deodorants,  hairbrushes  etc  and  trying 
not  to  laugh.  Heathrow  will  never  be  the 
same  again! 

Karen  then  decided  to  have  an  attack 
of  nerves  and  insisted  Jim  sat  up  chatting 
to  her  until  2.15  in  the  morning. 

I  didn't  think  I  would  win  the  regional 
final,  Karen  said,  because  there  were 
other  assistants  there  with  so  much  more 
experience  and  I  was  so  tongue-tied!  (This 
was  certainly  something  C&D  found  a 
little  difficult  to  believe!) 

"I  only  entered  because  I  was  reading 
C&D  during  my  tea  break  and  found  I 
could  answer  the  questions.  With  the 
money  I  won  I  bought  myself  an  outfit  for 
today  and  the  rest  was  just,  well,  spent.  If 
I  win  the  £1 ,000  prize  my  husband  wants  a 
car  and  I  want  a  washing  machine.  I  think 
my  boss  has  got  my  cards  ready  if  I  don't 
win." 

And  her  verdict  on  the  day?  "I'm 
really  enjoying  myself  because  I  never  get 
a  chance  to  talk  to  other  assistants." 

"I  said  never  again  last  time,  but  here  I 
am  again  and  just  as  nervous!"  Avril  Teal 
entered  the  competition  with  another 
colleague  "but  we  still  didn't  win  the 
coffee  machine! 

"I  went  back  raving  about  the 
competition  last  time  and  thoroughly 
enjoyed  myself  even  though  I  didn't  win.  I 
don't  know  why  some  of  the  girls  are 
nervous,  because  the  judges  make  you  feel 
relaxed. 

"Everyone  at  home  now  seems  to 
think  that  because  I've  been  in  it  once  I 
should  win,  but  you  can  never  predict  the 
questions  you  are  going  to  be  asked." 

Avril  flew  down  for  the  competition 
with  her  husband,  making  it  only  the 
second  time  she's  been  down  to  London. 
"I  only  go  into  Newcastle  twice  a  year  — 
for  Christmas  and  Summer  holiday 
shopping." 

Since  the  regional  final  Avril  has  been 
off  work,  but  hopes  to  be  well  enough  to 
return  after  Christmas.  Let's  hop :  the 
excitement  of  the  day  has  whet  her 
appetite  to  get  back  to  work. 

A  cheery  wave  from  some  of  the 
contestants  as  they  head  for  home  after  a 
long,  tiring  but  enjoyable  day 


"Diabolical"  was  Rosemary  Walker's 
rather  emphatic  response  when  asked  how 
the  competition  was  going.  "My  specific 
knowledge  of  products  isn't  good  enough, 
the  Final  is  much  harder  and  I  think  I've 
botched  it  up. 

"It's  my  boss's  fault,  I  was  pushed 
into  the  competition,"  she  laughed,  "and 
everyone  knows  I'm  here.  It's  the  second 
time  I've  entered.  I  got  nowhere  last 
year." 

After  the  regional  final,  Rosemary  was 
featured  on  page  three  of  the  Hinckley 


Times  "wearing  my  sash  and  grinning 
inanely".  "The  customers  were 
'fantastic',  I  received  cards  of 
congratulations  and  was  even  stopped  in 
the  street. 

"My  winnings  came  at  just  the  right 
time,  the  regional  final  was  on  the 
Wednesday  and  on  the  following  Monday 
I  got  a  bill  for  the  car's  MOT,  which  came 
to  £101.04!  If  I  win  the  big  prize,  I'll  buy  a 
Rottweiler  dog.  One  of  my  two  dogs  died 
last  Friday  so  today  is  a  nice  day  to  help 
me  get  over  it." 

As  the  girls  head  for  home  and 
continue  their  invaluable  work  in  the  busy 
run-up  to  Christmas,  they  can  be  assured 
they  are  a  credit  to  the  profession  they 
serve  and  gave  the  organisers  a  happy  and 
successful  day  to  remember. 


C&D  says  thanks . . . 

For  the  fourth  time  Phil  Duckworth, 
ICML's  merchandising  manager  has  been 
in  the  thick  of  the  complex  organisation 
necessary  to  produce  the  C&D  Assistant 
of  the  Year.  An  unobtrusive  operator, 
Phil  manages  to  prod  the  sponsors  to  take 
the  necessary  actions  without  causing  a 
furore.  Indeed,  all  ICML  staff  unfailingly 
cooperate  with  C&D  personnel  to 
"deliver  the  goods". 

The  wholesalers  too,  without  exception; 
put  on  a  "good  show"  for  the  assistants. 

...and  so  do  ICML 

...  to  the  following  companies  who  pro- 
vided stock  for  the  merchandising  tests: 
Beecham  Proprietaries;  Bristol-Myers  Co 
Ltd;  Carter  Wallace  Ltd;  Colgate- 
Palmolive  Ltd;  Cooper  Health  Products 
Ltd;  Elida  Gibbs  Ltd;  Faberge  Inc; 
Gillette  UK  Ltd;  Johnson  &  Johnson  Ltd; 
LRC  Products  Ltd;  Procter  &  Gamble 


Ltd;  Reckitt  &  Colman  Toiletries 
Division;  Richardson-Vicks  Ltd;  Smith  & 
Nephew  Ltd;  Warner-Lambert  Consumer 
Products  Division. 

Wholesalers 

The  following  wholesalers  were 
responsible  for  the  organisation  of  the 
regional  finals: 

E.H.  Butler  &  Co  Ltd  (East  Midlands); 
Macarthys  (Merseyside,  Cheshire  & 
Lancashire):  Macarthys  (West  Midlands); 
Bradford  Chemists  Alliance  Ltd  (West 
Yorkshire);  Macarthys  Ltd  (West 
Midlands,  West  of  England  &  South 
Wales);  Macarthys  Ltd  (London);  ICML 
(Scotland);  Macarthys  (East  Anglia); 
S.  Haydock  &  Co  Ltd  (Northern  Ireland); 
Hall  Forster  &  Co  Ltd  (North  East); 
R.  Daniel  &  Son  Ltd  (North  Midlands); 
Bleasedales  Ltd  (Yorkshire  & 
Humberside);  Macarthys  Ltd  (South 
West);  Ridleys  (Wholesale  Chemists)  Ltd 
(North  West);  Herbert  Ferryman  Ltd 
(Southern  England). 
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LETTERS 


Symbol  sin 


Knowing  Keith  Jenkins  as  the 
conscientious  professional  that  he  is,  I  am 
surprised  that  he  should  inveigh  at  such 
length  against  an  effort  to  equip 
pharmacy  with  a  much  needed  visual 
identity  to  serve  it  in  the  twentieth  and 
succeeding  centuries.  Let  me  assure  him, 
and  your  readers,  that  there  is  much  more 
to  corporate  identity  than  the  design  of  a 
logo.  The  scheme  envisaged  in  the  detailed 
(and  inadequately  reported)  proposals  I 
submitted  to  Council  encompasses  all 
forms  of  communication  and  requires 
expert  design  analysis,  judgment  and 
specifications.  Hardly  tasks  any  thinking 
profession  should  entrust  to  an  art 
student,  however  "lively". 

In  indulging  his  wit  against 
"meaningless  symbols  to  characterise 
undecipherable  abbreviations"  Mr 
Jenkins  commits  the  cardinal  sin  that 
earmarks  the  predjudiced  critic  — 
condemning  a  production  before  it  has 
been  seen. 

With  community  pharmacy  facing  the 
most  crucial  questions  affecting  its  entire 
future,  as  outlined  by  Dr  Gerard  Vaughan 
at  last  year's  annual  conference  and  the 
subject  of  a  recent  "red  warning"  letter 
from  the  president,  would  the  wisest 
course  be  to  (a)  avoid  taking  expert  advice 
as  to  a  foundation  of  public  relations,  (b) 
throw  a  few  pennies  to  an  amateur  and  (c) 
go  on  relying  upon  "our  5, 000-year-old 
history"  providing  "a  wealth  of 
beautifully-shaped  vessels?" 

As  Mr  Jenkins  quotes  the  late 
Professor  Julian  Huxley,  let  me  quote  the 
late  Sir  Henry  Dale,  OM,  FRS,  when 
speaking  to  the  Royal  Medical  Society  in 
1949:  "I  like  the  ripeness  and  dignity  of 
old  traditions;  we  may  sometimes  need 
them  in  these  days  as  a  check  on  haste  and 
exuberance,  but  we  all  know  their 
detrimental  possiblities  if  they  are  just 
blindly  worshipped,  without  any  serious 
attempt  to  blend  and  harmonise  them 
with  necessary  modern  development." 
Philip  Paul 

Director  of  Public  Relations 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain 
London  SE1 


The  future 


I  hope  "Xrayser"  can  read  prescriptions 
better  than  letters:  he  has  completely  mis- 
interpreted mine.  He  seems  to  see  me  as  a 
doddering  old  fool  on  the  very  edge  of 
senility.  I  said  nothing  in  my  letter  about 
how  I  conducted  my  business  —  it  wasn't 
relevant.  However  for  his  information  I 
have  been  counselling  my  customers  for 
over  40  years  and  am  available  at  all  times 


to  discuss  whatever  problems  come  up. 
What  I  do  object  to  now  is  paying  out  £50 
to  continue  this  work. 

As  regards  your  correspondent  Steve 
Bullock.  Does  he  not  realise  that  to  live 
behind  the  counter,  one  can  dispense  free 
advice  and  make  the  extra  sales  —  of 
tights,  perfumery  and  toiletries  etc.  He 
obviously  considers  these  sales  of  more 
importance  than  the  work  done  in  the 
dispensary.  Fortunately  one  can  please 
oneself  in  striking  a  happy  balance,  as  I 
have  employed  dispensers  (unqualified) 
for  years. 

Both  of  these  gentlemen  have  done 
their  best  to  persuade  us  that  any  fifteen- 
year-old  can  count  out  tablets  and  do  the 
dispensing  work.  Let  us  hope  that  they  do 
not  persuade  the  Government  to  this  view. 
If  they  do,  where  will  our  "future"  be.  A 
50  per  cent  cut  in  dispensing  fees  will 
enable  him  to  sack  his  unqualified 
dispenser  and  retire  to  his  dispensary  to 
do  the  work  himself. 

There  are  still  a  large  number  of 
pharmacies  with  small  turnovers  — 
businesses  which  cannot  afford  the  luxury 
of  an  unqualified  dispenser.  Are  these 
people  Mr  Bullock  is  urging  (in  his  own 
words)  to  "either  adapt  or  get  out  of 
pharmacy  now  and  leave  the  profession  to 
those  of  us  for  whom  it  does  and  must 
hold  a  future."  What  a  future!  I  do  not 
associate  myself  with  his  views  one  iota  — 
it  is  too  much  like  the  senior-bully-boy 
system:  Think  like  I  do  —  or  get  out. 

To  change  the  subject  slightly,  I  note 
that  Boots  are  to  contribute  over  £50,000 
to  the  advertising  fund.  Does  this  mean 
that  the  existing  programme  will  be 
scrapped  and  a  new  one  formulated?  Or 
does  it  mean  that  each  of  us  could 
contribute  that  much  less? 
Conscript 


Expertitis 


I  read  the  report  of  the  November  PSGB 
Council  meeting  in  C&D  twice,  and  with 
ever  increasing  incredulity  in  the  rival 
publication  as  well.  I  refer  of  course  to  the 
report  of  the  discussion  on  the  most 
important  subject  to  come  out  of 
Lambeth  since  our  leaders  crossed  the 
water  —  a  corportate  logo  for  pharmacy. 

The  "expert  advice"  quoted  by  Mr 
Gordon  would  naturally  favour  a  system 
to  spend  money.  Does  it  not  make  the 
office  of  "expert  adviser"  more  secure? 
Does  it  not  help  to  justify  the  existence  of 
this  "expert  adviser"?  Won't  the  "expert 
adviser"  be  an  important  person,  with 
thousands  to  spend,  in  the  offices  of 
commerical  design  consultants?  Is  £12,000 
enough?  Will  it  pay  for  an  expert  assistant 
and  a  couple  of  expert  secretaries  to  run 
this  project? 

If  such  is  the  self-importance  of  the 
majority  of  our  elected  leaders  that  they 
have  nothing  better  to  discuss  at  their 
monthly  self-congratulatory,  mutual 
adoration  meetings,  and  if  they  are 
gullible  enough  to  part  so  readily  with  our 
money  on  "expert  advice",  then  I'm 


afraid  that  the  future  of  our  profession  is 

in  the  wrong  hands. 

R.  Hughes-Jones 

Cerrig  Ceinwen,  Gwynedd 


WESTMINSTER 
REPORT 


Sunday  trading 
Bill  details 


Ray  Whitney,  Conservative  MP  for 
Wycombe,  Bucks  plans  to  introduce  a 
Private  Member's  Bill  to  remove 
restrictions  on  Sunday  trading.  Mr 
Whitney  is  optimistic  about  his  chances  of 
succeeding,  since  he  has  third  place  in  the 
ballot  for  the  right  to  introduce  Private 
Member  Bills. 

The  Bill  is  likely  to  face  determined 
opposition  from  Labour  MPs  sponsored 
by  USDAW  and  the  Co-operative 
movement,  as  well  as  from  cross-party 
MPs  opposed  to  any  changes  in  Sunday 
trading  laws  for  religious  or  other 
grounds.  Parliamentary  tactics  will 
probably  be  used  to  delay  the  Bill  and  the 
key  factor  is  likely  to  be  whether  or  not 
the  Government,  which  promised  to  help 
drafting  of  the  Bill,  will  provide 
additional  time  for  debate  if  needed. 

It  is  expected  to  come  before  the 
Commons  for  a  second  reading  on 
February  4.  Mr  Whitney  stated  on 
Tuesday  that  it  will  be  designed  to  bring 
law  in  England  and  Wales  into  line  with 
that  in  Scotland  by  removing  all 
restrictions  on  shop  trading  hours. 

Mr  Whitney  said:  "No-one  denies  our 
laws  governing  shop  opening  hours  are  in 
a  mess  and  stand  in  urgent  need  of 
reform.  It  is  also  clear  that  this  reform  can 
only  come  through  a  Private  Member's 
Bill."  Rejecting  calls  for  a  further  inquiry 
he  said  there  had  already  been  inquiries 
and  as  each  year  passed  the  issues  became 
clearer. 

Mr  Whitney  maintained  that  there  was 
no  reason  to  believe  that  ending  of 
restrictions  on  shop  trading  hours  would 
result  in  a  "free  for  all"  with  Sunday 
trading  becoming  indistinguishable  from 
the  rest  of  the  week. 
□  The  results  of  C&D's  recent  Sunday 
trading  survey  have  been  welcomed  by  the 
Retail  Consortium  and  USDAW;  both 
organisations  intend  to  include  them  in 
their  own  evidence  against  the  Bill. 


Opren  compensation 


Mr  Geoffrey  Finsberg  DHSS  Under 
Secretary  told  Mrs  Renee  Short  (Labour) 
that  the  Committee  on  Safety  of 
Medicines  has  now  received  3,792  reports 
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of  adverse  reactions  of  greatly  varying 
degrees  of  severity  associated  with  the 
drug  benoxaprofen  (Opren)  including  74 
cases  where  patients  died. 

A  group  of  all  party  MPs  have  tabled  a 
Parliamentary  motion  calling  upon  Eli 
Lilly  &  Co,  manufacturers  of  the  anti- 
arthritic  drug  Opren,  to  set  up  a 
compensation  scheme  for  those  who  have 
suffered  adverse  side  effects  from  the 
product. 

The  motion  recalls  that  other  drug 
manufacturers  have  established 
compensation  schemes  which  benefited 
those  who  suffered  from  adverse  side 
effects  and  the  relatives  of  those  who  died 
as  a  result  of  taking  the  drug.  The  leading 
signatories  of  the  motion  include  Mr  Tim 
Smith  (Con),  Mr  David  Ennals  (Lab), 
former  Social  Services  Secretary,  and  Mr 
Dafydd  Wigley  (Plaid  Cymru).  The 
motion  has  so  far  been  signed  by  15  MPs. 

Chief  pharmacist  in 
Malta  — i who  pays?' 

Mr  Mike  Thomas  (SDP)  asked  the 
Secretary  for  Social  Services  at  whose 
expense  the  chief  pharmacist  of  the  DHSS 
was  invited  to  attend  the  Institute  of 
Pharmacy  Management  international 
conference  in  Malta  in  October  and 
whether  any  cost  would  fall  on  public 
funds. 

Mr  Geoffrey  Finsberg,  Under 
Secretary,  said:  "The  chief  pharmacist 


was  invited  at  the  expense  of  the  Institute 
of  Pharmacy  Management.  The  only  cost 
falling  on  public  funds  was  the  payment 
of  daily  subsistence  during  his  absence." 

The  previous  appointments  of  Dr  B.  A. 
Wills,  DHSS  chief  pharmacist,  were  listed 
in  a  Commons  reply  to  Mr  Mike  Thomas, 
SDP  health  spokesman.  In  a  radio 
interview  Mr  Thomas  recently  criticised 
Dr  Wills'  rejection  of  generic  substitution 
(C&D  November  6  and  Comment  last 
week).  Dr  Wills  spent  six  years  teaching  at 
the  School  of  Pharmacy,  University  of 
London,  and  20  years  in  quality  control  at 
Allen  &  Hanburys. 

Commons  query  on 
Debendox  licence 

A  change  in  the  formulation  of  a 
medicinal  product  can  be  achieved  by 
either  an  application  for  variation  of  the 
current  licence,  or  an  application  for  a 
new  licence,  Mr  Geoffrey  Finsberg,  Under 
Secretary,  told  the  Commons. 

Mr  Jack  Ashley  (Labour)  asked 
whether  a  new  product  licence  was 
necessary  before  the  DHSS  gave 
permission  for  the  reformulated  drug 
Debendox  to  be  made  available. 

Mr  Ashley  also  asked  on  what  date 
Merrell  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd  informed  the 
DHSS  that  they  intended  to  reformulate 
Debendox  by  omitting  the  dicylomine 
hydrochloride  component  and  whether 
sales  of  the  previous  three-part  drug  had 


now  been  suspended  or  if  they  would 
continue  until  stocks  were  exhausted. 

Mr  Finsberg  replied:  "Matters  relating 
to  the  licensing  of  individual  drugs  are 
confidential  for  commercial  reasons.  I 
understand  that  Merrell  Pharmaceuticals 
are  now  only  supplying  the  reformulated 
product." 


No  age  limit 
on  drugs  sales 


Mr  David  Penhaligon  asked  the  Secretary 
for  Social  Services  if  he  would  introduce 
measures  to  prevent  children  under  the 
age  of  16  years  from  purchasing  without 
prescription  Aspro  Clear,  aspirin, 
Phensic,  Disprin,  Beechams  Powders, 
Hedex,  Coldrex,  Anadin,  Tramil,  Venos 
and  Vick  cough  mixtures,  Haliborange, 
Febs,  Paracodol,  Pharmacin,  bunion 
lotion,  corn  salve,  Veganin,  Benylin,  Gees 
linctus,  Migraleve,  Buttercup  cough 
mixture,  Anadin  maximum  strength,  Do- 
Do,  Mucron,  Karvol  and  Contac  400. 

Mr  Geoffrey  Finsberg  replied:  "No. 
Several  of  the  products  listed  are 
restricted  to  supervised  sale  in 
pharmacies,  where  their  purchase  by 
children  is  a  matter  for  the  professional 
judgment  of  the  pharmacist.  The 
remainder  are  medicines  on  the  General 
Sale  List.  Risks  to  children  arising  from 
general  sale  are  taken  into  account  before 
a  product  is  included  on  the  list." 


THE  LOW  COST  OF  THE  TREWAX  WHIRLWIND  NOW 
BRINGS  A  HARD  FLOOR  SCRUBBER/DRIER/POLISHER 
WITHIN  REACH  OF  EVEN  THE  SMALLEST  BUSINESS. 


NOW 

ONLY  1 

£319 

§f§pl» .  . 

Are  you  one  of  the  many  companies 
trying  to  find  ways  of  reducing  ever- 
increasing  overheads?  Are,  for  example, 
your  cleaning  costs  getting  out  of  hand? 
The  new  Whirlwind  will  not  only 
substantially  reduce  the  cleaning  costs  of 
your  premises,  but  it  is  also  the  only 
machine  in  its  class  that  enables  you  to 
handle  a  whole  range  of  floor  cleaning 
tasks  from  scrubbing  to  drying  to 
polishing. 

How  does  it  work  ? 

The  Whirlwind  is  for  use  on  any  swept 
smooth  floor  and  dispenses  cleaning  fluid 
direct  to  the  brushes. 

Scrubbing,  vacuuming  and  drying 
takes  place  in  one  sweep  of  the 
machine. 

A  selection  of  brushes  allows  you  to 
cope  with  anything  from  quarry  tiles  or 
uneven  floors  to  simple  scarifying. 
Change  to  light  pads  and  the  machine 
spray  buffs  or  polishes  to  perfection 
dispensing  a  water/polish  mixture  from 
its  tank,  or  finishing  polish  applied  by  other 
means. 
Versatile 

The  Whirlwind  has  a  track  of  only 
32cms  which  makes  it  ideal  for  cleaning 
around  furniture,  into  narrow  aisles  or 


operating  theatres. 

Disinfectant  can  be  dispensed  with 
the  cleaning  fluid  for  efficient  sterilisation. 

And  because  the  Whirlwind  is  such  a 
lightweight  it  can  be  operated  with  ease 
by  almost  any  of  your  personnel. 
Find  out  more  about  the  most 
competitively  priced  scrubber/drier/ 
polisher/on  the  market  today. 
Post  coupon  now  for  details. 

Whirlwind 

Trewax  Manufacturing  Limited, 

Unit  1 1 ,  Cradock  Road,  Luton  LU4  OJF 

la 


Coupon  to  Trewax  Manufacturing  Limited. 
Unit  1 1 ,  Cradock  Road,  Luton  LU4  OJF. 

Name  


Address_ 


Postcode. 


Type  of  Business_ 


Tel  No.. 


CD3 
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BUSINESS  NEWS 


Adverse  NHS  margins 
hold  back  Boots  retail 


Interim  profits  from  the  Boots  Co  give 
little  indication  that  the  company  is  about 
to  move  out  of  the  profit  rut  it  has  been  in 
for  the  past  few  years. 

Hoots  the  Chemists  increased  trading 
profits  by  2.6  per  cent  on  tax -exclusive 
turnover  up  by  9.2  per  cent,  of  which  4 
per  cent  was  volume  growth.  Profitability 
was  adversely  affected  by  the  continuing 
decline  in  margins  on  NHS  dispensing,  the 
company  says.  Some  17-18  per  cent  of 
turnover  is  from  NHS  business,  which  is 
remaining  static  and  falling  in  profit.  The 
effects  of  the  discounting  clawback  have 
also  carried  over  into  the  period. 

Results  for  the  six  months  to 
September  3 1  show  a  pre-tax  increase  in 
profit  of  4  per  cent  to  £52. 3m  from 
£50.3m.  Sales,  excluding  VAT,  rose  10  per 
cent  to  £748. 9m  (£680.9m).  The  interim 
dividend  has  been  raised  to  3.5p  net. 

Announcement  of  the  results  knocked 
17p  off  the  price  of  Boots'  shares. 
Trading  profits  were  higher  at  £5 1 .9m, 
against  £48. 5m,  with  both  industrial  and 
retail  divisions  showing  improvement. 
However  there  is  a  net  surplus  of  £7. 4m 
on  the  disposal  of  fixed  assets  which  is 
included  in  this  figure.  Of  this  total  £7. 6m 
relates  to  property  sold  in  the  retail 


Beecham  profits  up 


division. 

In  the  retail  division  (including 
Timothy  Whites)  sales  were  up  at  £664. 3m 
(£605. 2m)  and  trading  profit  was  £26. 7m 
(£26.  lm).  Profits  of  the  division  in  the 
remainder  of  the  year  are  expected  to 
show  a  greater  improvement,  provided 
there  is  no  repetition  of  last  year's  bad 
weather  during  the  important  Christmas 
period,  says  the  company.  Two-thirds  of 
sales  take  place  in  this  part  of  the  year, 
and  the  company  is  ahead  of  budget  so 
far.  Lines  such  as  cameras,  computers  and 
audio-visual  are  going  well. 

Some  40  branches  were  closed  in  the 
period,  raising  £7. 6m  in  profit.  Seven 
branches  were  opened.  Around  £12m  was 
spent  on  acquiring  and  fitting  out  new 
shops. 

The  industrial  division's  sales  were  up 
5.7  per  cent  to  give  a  trading  profit  of 
£25.8  (£24. 5m),  even  though  the  price  of 
Brufen  was  raised  25  per  cent  in  the  UK  in 
March.  Overseas  companies  performed 
well  in  all  sections  of  the  business.  The  US 
pharmaceutical  subsidiary  showed  an 
excellent  improvement  in  sales  and  profit, 
says  the  company.  Profits  were  up  by  5.4 
per  cent,  including  a  modestly  improved 
share  from  associates. 


Amoxil  is  still  the  leading  pharmaceutical 
product,  while  Augmentin  has  yet  to 
prove  itself.  It  is  hoped  sales  will  grow  this 
Winter  with  the  introduction  of  the 
paediatric  preparation. 

The  interim  dividend  is  being  raised  to 
4.1p  a  share  net  from  3.7p. 


. . .  and  LRC  turnover 


Turnover  of  LRC  International  at  the  half 
year  to  September  30  rose  17  per  cent  to 
£69. 6m  (£59. 6m)  with  taxable  profits  up 
£1.7m  to  £5. 5m.  LRC  say  the 
improvement  reflects  the  inclusion  of 
Napcolour  photofinishers  (taken  over  in 
January)  and  real  growth  from  other  key 
divisions. 

LRC  products  division  has  gained 
volume  in  both  housegloves  and 
protectives  while  the  North  American 
division  increased  sales  and  market  share 
of  protectives  in  the  US  and  Canada.  The 
industrial  holdings  division  of  Haffenden- 
Richborough  also  showed  profit 
improvement. 

Additional  profits  are  also  attributed 
to  the  efficient  merger  of  Napcolour  Ltd 
with  LRC's  Colourcare  Photoservice. 


Du  Pont  join  Sankyo 
in  Japanese  venture 

Du  Pont  have  announced  plans  to  form  a 
joint  venture  with  Sankyo  Co  Ltd  to 
develop,  manufacture  and  market 
pharmaceuticals  in  Japan.  Each  company 
will  own  50  per  cent  of  Du  Pont-Sankyo 
Pharmaceuticals  KK. 

Du  Pont-Sankyo  initially  will 
concentrate  on  the  development  and 
marketing  of  two  Du  Pont  compounds  — 
one  to  treat  rheumatoid  arthritis  and 
another  for  controlling  irregular  heart- 
beats. The  company  will  also  develop  and 
market  a  narcotic  antagonist  used  for  the 
reversal  of  narcotic  depression  and  for 
suspected  narcotic  overdoses. 

Du  Pont  (UK)  Ltd  market  two 
injections  in  the  UK  for  the  reversal  of 
narcotic  depression,  Narcan  and  Narcan 
Neonatal. 

False  data  leads 
to  drug  withdrawal 

Japanese  health  authorities  are 
investigating  clinical  data  submitted  by 
Nippon  Chemiphar  for  an  anti  rheumatic 
Noverdan  (fentiazac),  after  the  company 
admitted  falsifying  results.  Nippon 
Chemiphar  is  a  sublicensee  of  Wyeth,  who 
developed  the  drug  in  the  UK. 

The  authorities  have  ordered  the 
company  to  cease  production  and  recall 
all  stocks,  according  to  the  Financial 
Times.  The  drug  has  been  marketed  in 
Japan  since  February  and  is  currently 
available  in  about  30  countries  worldwide. 
It  is  not  yet  available  in  the  UK  or  USA. 

Wyeth  say  they  were  in  no  way 
responsible  for  the  collection  or 
submission  of  that  data,  and  the  safety  of 
the  compound  is  not  being  questioned. 
"Our  own  associated  company  in  Japan  is 
currently  co-operating  with  the  Japanese 
authorities.  The  incident  is  confined  to 
Japan,  where  for  product  registration 
purposes  all  data  must  be  originated 
locally." 

Shop  rent  rise 
lowest  recorded 

The  increase  in  shop  rents  of  3.4  per  cent 
in  the  last  six  months  is  the  lowest  on 
record.  The  increase,  however,  is  still 
ahead  of  the  rate  of  inflation,  which  has 
fallen  even  more  sharply  than  rental 
growth  over  the  last  18  months,  according 
to  the  Investors  Chronicle  Hillier  Parker 
rent  index. " 

The  South-East  and  Midlands  have 
i  shown  the  biggest  increases  with  changes 
of  4. 1  and  2.2  per  cent  per  annum  on 
previous  readings  (adjusted  for  inflation). 
Scotland  and  the  North  have  shown  falls 
■  of  4.2  and  2. 1  per  cent. 

Commercial  rents  have  risen  by  just 
over  2  per  cent  in  the  last  six  months, 


Pharmaceuticals  have  taken  over  from 
consumer  products  at  Beecham  to  provide 
70  per  cent  of  the  profits  growth  in  the  six 
months  to  September  30.  Interim  profits 
have  risen  by  14.2  per  cent  at  constant 
exchange  rates  to  £102m  before  tax 
(£89.3m). 

Sales  increased  8.7  per  cent  to  £742. 7m 
(£683. lm)  and  trading  profit  was  £103. 2m 
(£90. 5m),  an  increase  of  14  per  cent. 
However  the  falling  pound  means  the 
results  are  out  of  date  as  soon  as  they 
appear.  Over  two-thirds  of  sales  are 
derived  from  overseas  and  affected  by 
exchange  rates. 

The  results  for  overseas  companies 
have  been  translated  into  sterling  at  the 
rate  of  exchange  current  on  March  31 .  If 
rates  operating  at  September  30  had  been 
applied  sales  and  profit  before  tax  would 
have  increased  by  £3. 2m  and  £1 .3m 
respectively. 

Sales  in  the  US  have  become  as 
important  as  those  in  Europe,  and  the 
acquisition  of  J.B.  Williams  from  Nabisco 
Brands  Inc  will  make  a  contribution  to  the 
proprietary  medicines  and  toiletries 
operation  in  the  US  in  the  next  year. 
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which  is  the  smallest  rate  of  increase  since  / 
1976.  Office  rents  have  also  stayed  at  the  / 
same  low  rate  of  growth  (—1.3  per  cent,  / 
adjusted  for  inflation)  as  recorded  in  the 
first  six  months  of  the  year. 

Retail  business 
survey  from  CIA 

The  Confederation  of  British  Industry 
and  the  Financial  Times  are  to  publish  a 
business  survey  which  monitors  trends 
among  UK  retailers  and  wholesalers. 

The  survey  will  be  published  monthly 
from  July  1983  and  is  expected  to  provide 
a  similar  indication  of  trends  as  the  CBI's 
industry  report  for  manufacturers. 

It  will  cover  retail  and  wholesale 
sectors,  both  large  and  small. 

Sir  Terence  Beckett,  director  general 
of  the  CBI,  told  the  FT:  "It  will  allow  us 
to  identify  trends  in  the  retailing  and 
wholesaling  sectors  before  they  become 
apparent  from  the  official  statistics." 


Briefly . . . 


■  Hoffman-La  Roche,  the  Swiss 
chemicals  group,  is  to  sell  its  Candian 
pharmaceuticals  plant  at  Vaudreuil  near 
Montreal.  Operations  are  to  be 
concentrated  at  at  the  Brampton  plant 
outside  Toronto. 

■  Hoechst,  West  Germany's  biggest 
chemicals  company,  showed  a  fall  of  33 
per  cent  in  pre-tax  profits  in  the  third 
quarter  to  $59. 2m,  caused  by  recession  in 
virtually  all  major  markets,  the  company 
says. 

■  Medisport  International  Ltd  are 

moving  their  head  office  from  London  to 
larger  premises  in  Portsmouth  in 
December.  This  move  marks  the  first 
phase  of  a  development  programme  to 
provide  local  distribution  depots  for  their 
products  throughout  the  country 
including  the  energy  sports-drink  XL-1 . 
Their  new  address  is:  Medisport 
International  Ltd,  Por (field  Industrial 
Estate,  Nevil  Shute  Road,  Portsmouth 
P03  5RL. 

■  Creme  Simon  (Distributors)  Ltd  have 
changed  their  address  to:  10  Lauderdale 
Parade,  Lauderdale  Road,  London  W9 
1LU  (tel  01-286  7509). 

APPOINTMENTS 


■  Fisons  pic:  Mr  Peter  James  has  been 
appointed  managing  director  of  the 
scientific  equipment  division's  Australian 
subsidiary  Townson  and  Mercer. 

■  Syntex  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd  have 
appointed  Mr  Tony  O'Connor  as  market 
research  manager,  responsible  for  all 
market  research  in  the  UK  and  Eire.  He 
was  previously  a  senior  market  research 
officer  at  May  &  Baker. 


■  Cooper  Health  Products  Ltd:  Robert 
Noble  has  been  appointed  marketing 
manager  and  Jayne  Warner  ethical 
product  manager. 

COMING 
EVENTS 


President  to  speak 
to  RPA 


President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
Mr  Henry  Howarth,  will  address  an  open 
meeting  of  the  Rural  Pharmacists 
Association  to  be  held  at  the  Tower  Hotel, 
Tower  Bridge,  London,  on  January  16,' 
1983.  The  meeting  will  start  at  1  lam. 

The  RPA  has  arranged  block  bookings 
for  any  pharmacist  staying  overnight  at  a 
cost  of  £35  (including  a  carvery  dinner, 
breakfast,  lunch  and  afternoon  tea).  The 
meeting  will  close  at  around  4pm. 
Bookings  to  Mr  J.  Davies,  8  High  Street, 
Wiveliscombe,  Taunton,  Somerset 
(telephone  0984  23284). 

Monday,  December  6 

West  Ham  and  East  Metropolitan  Branch,  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  Churchill  Room,  Wanstead  Library,  Spratt  Hall 
Road,  Wanstead,  at  7.30pm.  Discussion  of  resolutions  for  the 
1983  Branch  Representatives  Meeting.  Wine  and  mince  pies. 


MARKET 
NEWS 


Crude  drugs  and  oils 
marked  up 

London,  November  30:  With  the  pound 
sterling  dropping  still  further  to  about  the 
crisis  level  of  1976  practically  all  crude 
drugs  and  imported  essential  oils  have 
been  marked  up  by  about  7  per  cent  on 
average.  The  new  rates  which  are  mostly 
due  to  the  lower  value  of  sterling  against 
the  US  dollar  and  German  DM  are  given 
below. 

Many  of  the  English-distilled  essential 
oils  have  yet  to  bear  the  increases  of  the 
spices  or  other  relevant  raw  material. 
Noteworthy  is  the  rate  quoted  for  clove 
bud  oil  which  has  not  been  adjusted 
despite  massive  rises  in  the  buds  recently. 
American  spearmint  oil  has  risen  sharply 
because  of  a  cut-back  in  production  of  the 
plants. 

Crude  drugs 

Aloes:  Cape  £1,502  metric  ton,  cif.  Curacao  no  spot  or  cif. 
Balsams:  (kg)  Canada:  No  spot;  £21 .52  kg,  cif.  Copaiba:  Spot 
£4.30;  £4.59,  cif.  Peru:  £9.60  spot;  £10.25,  cif.  Tolu:  Spot 
£5.30. 

Benzoin:  £147  cwt,  cif. 

Camphor:  Natural  powder  £10.50  kg  spot;  £10,  cif.  Synthetic 

96%£1.50spot;£1.35,cif. 

Cardamoms:  AGN  £9  kg,  cif. 


Tuesday,  December  7 

Fife  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society,  Anthony's  Hotel, 
Kirkcaldy,  at  7.45pm.  Dr  I.  W.  Campbell,  consultant 
physician,  Victoria  Hospital  on  "Insulin". 
Northumbrian  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society,  Viscomte 
Room,  Imperial  Hotel,  Jesmond  Road,  Newcastle,  at  7.30pm. 
Dr  D.  G.  Johnson,  research  fellow,  endocrine  unit,  RVI,  on 
"Diabetes;  new  developments  in  treatment". 
Stirling  &  Central  Scottish  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
Park  Hotel,  Falkirk,  at  8pm.  Dr  J.  Higgins  on  "Paediatrics". 

Wednesday,  December  8 

Crawley,  Horsham  &  Reigate  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
Queen  Victoria  Hospital,  East  Grinstead,  at  7.30pm.  Dr  J.  A. 
Hicklin  on  "Is  this  tablet  good  for  rheumatism?" 
Isle  of  Wight  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society,  Postgraduate 
medical  centre,  St  Mary's  Hospital,  Newport,  at  8pm.  Dr  N. 
D.  Harris  on  "Counter  prescribing  and  patient  counselling". 

Thursday,  December  9 

Burnet  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society,  Postgraduate  medical 
centre,  Barnet  General  Hospital,  at  7.30pm.  Mr  J.  Harris  on 
"Health  education  in  retail  pharmacy". 
Bristol  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society,  Postgraduate  medical 
centre,  Frenchay  Hospital,  at  7.30pm.  Mr  B.  Spencer  on 
"Opportunities  for  pharmacists  in  veterinary  medicine". 
Worthing  &  West  Sussex  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
Worthing  Postgraduate  medical  centre,  Homefield  Road, 
Worthing,  at  7.30pm.  Mr  G.  Collins  of  Scholls  Ltd  on 
"Surgical  hosiery  and  associated  products". 

Friday,  December  10 

Edinburgh  and  Lothian  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society,  York 
Place,  at  8pm.  Mr  A.  W.  Patterson  on  "Pharmaceutical 
antiques"  and  Mr  McDonald  of  "Penny  Farthing"  to  give 
estimates  of  values  of  members'  pharmaceutical  antiques. 
Northern  Scottish  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society,  Eden 
Court  Theatre,  Inverness,  at  8pm.  Dinner  Dance  with  "Ness 
Rhythm  Kings".  Tickets  £8.50  from  Mrs  H.  Smith,  Glencoe, 
Ardersier,  Inverness  (tel  Ardersier  62059). 

Saturday,  December  11 

Reading  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society,  Tidmarsh  and 
Sulham  Village  Hall,  Tidmarsh,  Reading,  at  7.30pm. 
Christmas  party. 

Advance  information 

Institute  of  Packaging,  The  White  House,  University  of 
Sussex,  February  6-11.  Residential  course  on  "Packaging 
machinery."  Fee  (inc  full  board)  members  £396.75,  non- 
members  £442.75.  Applications  to  the  Education  Officer, 
Institute  of  Packaging,  Fountain  House,  la  Elm  Park, 
Stamore,  Middlesex. 

Cosmetic,  Toiletry  and  Perfumery  Association.  Seminar  on 
safety  assessment  and  toxicity  testing  in  the  EEC,  and  review  of 
the  Cosmetics  Directive  and  its  amendments,  March  9,  1983. 
Details  from  Miss»L.  Jones,  scientific  secretary,  CTPA,  35 
Dover  Street,  London  W1X  3RA. 


Cascara:  £1,380  metric  ton  spot;  £1,505,  cif. 

Cherry  bark:  No  spot;  £1,751  metric  ton,  cif. 

Chillies:  Unquoted;  powder  £1 ,700  per  metric  ton  spot. 

Dandelion:  No  spot;  £3,230  metric  ton,  cif. 

Gentian  root:  No  spot;  £2,776  metric  ton,  cif. 

Ginger:  Cochin  £1 ,400  metric  ton  spot  and  cif.  Jamaican  No. 3 

£2,000,  cif.  Nigerian  split  £675  spot;  Indonesian  £650  spot. 

Henbane:  Niger  £1 ,600;  metric  ton  spot;  £1,703,  cif. 

Hydrastis:  Spot  £15.85  kg;  £17.19,  cif. 

Kola  nuts:  £230  metric  ton  spot;  £256,  cif. 

Liquorice:  Root,  £640  metric  ton  spot;  £694,  cif.  Block  juice 

£  1 ,400  metric  ton  spot;  spray-dried  powder  £  1 ,900. 

Lobelia:  European  £6.70  kg,  cif. 

Menthol:  (kg)  Brazilian  £7.25  spot;  £7,  cif.  Chinese  £7  spot;  £7, 
cif. 

Pepper:  (metric  ton)  Sarawak  black  £1 ,000  spot,  $1 ,400,  cif; 
white  £1,525  spot;  $1,750,  cif. 

Pimento:  Jamaican  £1 ,800  metric  ton  spot;  £1 ,700,  cif. 
Sarsaparilla:  £3,588  metric  ton,  cif. 
Seeds:  (metric  ton,  cif)-  Anise:  China  star  £2,350.  Celery: 
Indian  £800.  Coriander:  Moroccan  £550.  Cumin:  Indian 
£1,350.  Fennel:  Chinese  £900.  Fenugreek:  Turkish  £285; 
Indian  £325. 

Senega:  Canadian  £11.35  kg,  cif;  no  spot. 

Valerian:  European  £7,700  metric  ton,  cif.  Indian,  no  spot; 

£2,430,  cif. 

Essential  oils 

Anise:  (kg)  Spot  £12.50;  £12,  cif. 

Bay:  West  Indian  £10.10  kg  spot;  £10,  cif. 

Bois  de  rose:  £10.25  kg  spot;  £10,  cif. 

Buchu:  South  African  £1 10  per  kg  spot;  English  —  distilled 

£140. 

Camphor:  White  £1 .20  kg  spot;  £1 .20,  cif. 
Cananga:  No  spot;  £26  kg,  cif. 
Cassia:  Chinese  £53  kg  spot  £52,  cif. 
Cedarwood:  Chinese  no  spot;  £4,  cif  nominal. 
Cinnamon:  Ceylon  £3.60  kg  spot  and  cif;  bark  English- 
distilled,  £155. 

Citronella:  Ceylon  £2.05  kg  spot  and  cif.  Chinese  £3.25  spot; 
£3.20,  cif. 

Clove:  Indonesian  leaf  £2.50  kg  spot;  £2.40,  cif.  English 
distilled  bud  £57  spot. 

Eucalyptus:  Chinese  £2.40  kg  spot;  £3.25,  cif. 
Geranium:  Bourbon  £26  kg  spot;  £25.50,  cif. 
Ginger:  Chinese  No  offers  spot;  £24.50  kg,  cif,  English, 
distilled  (ex  W.  African  root)  £67.50;  ex  Indian  £73. 
Mandarin:  £19.50  kg  spot. 

Nutmeg:  East  Indian  £9.25  kg  spot;  £8.75,  cif,  English  distilled 
£15. 

Orange:  Florida  £0.90  kg  spot;  £0.85,  cif.  Brazil  £0.60. 
Peppermint:  (kg)  Arvensis  —  Brazilian  £7.75  spot  and  cif. 
Chinese  £4.05  spot;  £4.18,  cif.  American  piperata  £13.50. 
Sandalwood:  Mysore  £70  kg  spot.  East  Indian  £70  kg  spot. 
Sassafras:  Brazilian  no  spot;  £2.45  kg,  cif. 
Spearmint:  Chinese  £9.50  kg  spot  and  cif.  American  from 
£15.75  spot. 

The  prices  given  are  those  obtained  by  importers  or 
manufacturers  for  bulk  quantities  and  do  not  include  Value 
Added  Tax.  Tbey  represent  the  last  quoted  or  accepted  prices 
as  we  go  to  press. 
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CLASSIFIED 


Professional  Prescription 
Computer  Labelling 


DONT  PANIC 
John  Richardson  can; 
provide  your  ideal 
labelling  system  well 


*  Shortly  available  country  wide 
wholesale  distribution  with  "Next 
Van"  service/maintenance. 

*  Selection  of  add  on  equipment,  ie 
extra  memory  disc  units  etc. 

*  Special  hospital  programme  with 
formula  calculations.  Special  bulk 
packing  routine.  Itemising  supplies  to 
different  wards/departments  etc. 


Widely  acclaimed  as  being  the 
Fastest  and  Easiest  to  use 
-  Well  ahead  of  all  Others  — 

So  many  features  for  the  price,  all 
of  real  practical  use  in  your 
dispensary. 

Add/Delete  your  own  drugs 
(8-900).  Add/ Delete  own  doses 
(over  100).  Very  accurate  stock 
control  with  wholesaler  of  choice. 
Displays  either  Link,  Prosper  or 
PIP  codes.  Cautionary  label 
indication.  Constant  full  label 
display.  Repeat  labelling.  Monthly 
print  out  of  all  dispensing/drug 
statistics.  Private  prescription 
pricing  etc.  Produces  superb  labels 
every  5-10  sees. 
All  for  less  than  £1500  (lease 
purchase  £68/month). 
Satisfaction  guaranteed,  2  months 
trial  period. 

Tel:  John  Richardson  MPS, 
Croston  (Lanes)  600494  anytime 


Display  /  Semi  Display  £10.00 
per  single  column  centimetre, 
min  30mm.  Column  width 
42mm. 

Whole  Page  £850.00 
(260mm  x  180mm) 
Half  Page  £450.00 
(125mm  x  180mm) 
Quarter  Page  £240.00 
(125mm  x  88mm) 

Box  Numbers  £2.50  extra 
Series  Discounts 

5°7o  on  3  insertions  or  over. 
10%  on  7  insertions  or  over. 
15%  on  13  insertions  or  over. 

Copy  date  4pm  Tuesday  prior 
to  publication  date. 
Cancellation  deadline 

5pm  Monday  prior  to 
publication  date. 


KIRBY  OLDHAM 

Wish  to  announce  the  Birth  of  their  New 
Label  Printer 
PLP  III  (£895) 

Which  has  the  following  features 
1.  24,000  characters  of  non-volatile  user-programmable 
memory,  which  gives  approximately  1,250  drug  names  or 
instructions. 
2.  Smooth  action  typewriter  keyboard. 

3.  Red/Black  type. 

4.  Automatic  Date. 

5.  Serial  number. 

6.  Repeat  print. 
7.  Keyboard  print. 

8.  Memory  chips  easily  changed  by  user  if  required. 
If  you  have  a  PLP  II  we  will  convert  it  to  a  PLP  III  for  £30 
(the  price  difference).  Contact: 

Kirby  Oldham  Ltd,  Ellen  Street,  Oldham, 
Lanes  OL9  6QQ.  Tel:  061  620  1421 


microscript 

RIESCRIPTION  LABELLING 

The  Market  Leader  with  the  most 
popular  micro  computer.  ^^ippkZ 

•  ALL  YOUR  DRUGS  •  YOUR  OWN 

CODES  •  FAST,  NEAT  LABELS 
•  ADAPTABLE  PROGRAMMES 

•  SPECIFIC  WARNINGS  •  MANAGE- 
MENT STATISTICS  Price  £1,870  to  £2,580 

Suppliers  to  Chemists  and  Hospitals  nationwide. 
6  PAVIL  ION  PARADE,  WOOD  LANE, 
LONDON  W12  0HQ.TEL:  01-743  9000. 


Situations  vacant 


Agents 


EVER  READY  PERSONNA  LTD 

Require 

AGENTS 

to  sell  and  promote  their  complete  range  of 
products  in  the 

MIDLANDS  /  NORTH  ENGLAND 
AND  SCOTLAND 

Applicants  must  have  first  class  experience  and 
contacts  within  the  chemist,  retail  and 
wholesale  trade. 

Please  contact:  The  Sales  Director,  Ever 
Ready  Personna  Ltd.,  Ever  Ready  House,  3-4 
Sentinel  Square,  Brent  Street,  London  NW4. 
Tel:  01-202  3171 


ST.  GEORGE'S  HOSPITAL,  SW17 

PHARMACY 
TECHNICIAN 

Patient  Services 


A  qualified  Pharmacy  Technician  is  required  for  this  busy 
Teaching  Hospital  Department.  The  principal  duties  of  the 

post  are  dispensing  for  in-patients  and  out-patients. 
Participation  in  a  ward  topping  up  service  is  an  important 
component  of  this  job,  and  the  person  appointed  will  be 

able  to  communicate  effectively. 
Experienced  in  non-patient  service  specialities  will  also  be 
provided  on  rotation. 
For  further  information,  please  contact 
Mr  Jeff  Ashford,  Principal  Pharmacist, 
on  01-672  1255,  ext4314 
Application  forms  and  job  descriptions  are  available  from 
Miss  A.  Killoran,  Administrative  Assistant,  St.  George's 
Hospital,  Blackshaw  Road,  Tooting  SW17  0QT. 

Tel  no   01-672  1255  ext  4498. 

Closing  date:  29th  December  1982 
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Stocks  for  sale 


^  FGM. 
Cosmetics 

and 
Perfumes... 


completes  the  picture! 


STOCKISTS  OF  THE  LARGEST  SELECTION  OF 
BRAND  NAME  FRENCH  &  UK  PERFUMES. 
CHRISTMAS  GIFT  SETS,  CHILDRENS  GIFT  SETS, 
ALSO  A  FULL  RANGE  OF  COSMETIC  BAGS, 
MIRRORS,  BRUSHES  &  ACCESSORIES. 

Price  list  available. 


FGM  COSMETICS,  10-12  PARK  PLACE,  OFF  CHEETHAM  HILL  ROAD, 
MANCHESTER  M4  4EY  Tel.  061-833  9652.  SUPPLIERS  TO  RETAIL,  WHOLESALE 
AND  EXPORT.  OPENING  HOURS:  MON-FRI  9am  -  5.30pm  SUN  10am  -  2pm. 


GERALD 
FRASER 

WHOLESALE 
COSMETICS 

IF  YOU  WANT 
FRENCH  PERFUME 
ENGLISH  PERFUME 
DISCOUNT  PRICES 
DISCOUNT 
COSMETICS 

Give  us  a  call  at: 
402  Cheetham  Hill  Road, 
Manchester 
061-740  9811 


Open  9.30-5  weekdays; 
10-2  Sundays 


S&yric 

Cosmetics 

STOCKISTS  OF  ENGLISH  &  FRENCH 
PERFUME 
Callers  always  welcome. 

148A,  CASTLE  STREET,  EDGELEY, 
STOCKPORT,  CHESHIRE  SK3  9TH. 

Telephone:  061  480  8805. 
Price  list  available  —  send  large  SAE 


DYKE  AND 
DRYDEN 

Europe's  largest  distributors  of 
afro  hair  preparations  and 
cosmetics. 

Telephone: 
01-808  7624,  01-808  7618, 
01-808  9915 


EXPORT/IMPORT 

PHARMACEUTICAL  for 
Africa,  Middle  East  and 
worldwide.  Buying  or 
selling  contact  us 
Tel:  01-864  1183 

Telex:  923421 
WEMSEC-G 
Attn  Mr.  Jeffrey 


SPECIAL  IMPORT  FROM  AMERICA 

DE  LOIRE  NAILS:  For  women  who  care  about  their  nails  a  complete 
home  nail  care  treatment  in  one  bottle. 
Made  by  De  Lore  International,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

HARDENS  THE  NAILS 
SOFTENS  AND  ELIMINATES  THE  CUTICLE 
GIVES  NAILS  A  HIGH  GLOSS 
LUBRICATES  THE  HANDS 
MADE  OF  ORGANIC  OILS  WITH  NO  ADDITIVES 

3,000  only  available  non  repeatable  price. 
In  counter  dispenser  packed  6  to  a  dispenser  £7.00  inc.  post  and  packing. 
Normal  recommended  retail  price  £3.50  per  bottle. 

BEAUTY  CARE,  67/69  Ennersdale  Road,  London  SE13  6JE. 


PERFUMES  COSMETICS  CHEMIST 
*  SUNDRIES* 
PASCOS  COSMETICS  SALES 

425c  Harrow  Road,  Paddington  W10 
Tel:  01  960  0319.  Telex:  8813271 


Various  Christmas  Gift  Sets  in  stock.  Also  branded  perfumes  at  very 
competitive  prices.  Please  telephone  us  for  our  special  offer  price  list.  Next 
day  delivery.  Open  7  days.  (Sundays  9.30am-2pm.)  Ample  parking. 


Stock  wanted 


WANTED 


Supplier  of  Generics  for  The  Netherlands. 

POLYFARMALTD 
Transportweg  1,9601  MB  Hoogezand, 
The  Netherlands. 
Tel:  5980-94247/27655/28189 


Brand  Names 


TOILETRY  BRAND  NAMES  WANTED 

Outright  purchase  or  lease/royalty  considered 

We  are  a  new  toiletry  manufacturing  company 
seeking  to  acquire  one  or  more  branded  toiletry 
range.  The  brand  must  be  established,  and 
preferably  will  have  been  advertised  nationally.  We 
are  interested  even  if  the  brand  is  deleted  or 
discontinued.  All  replies  will  be  treated  in  the  strictest 
confidence. 

Please  reply  to  BOX  C&D  2882 


Trade  Marks 


Trade  Mark  No.  1078774  composed  of  DIORALYTE  and 
registered  in  respect  of  "Pharmaceutical  preparations  and 
substances,  but  not  including  pharmaceutical  preparations 
for  the  treatment  of  ulceration  of  the  oral  cavity"  was 
assigned  on  4  October  1982  by  Cox-Continental  Limited  of 
Whiddon  Valley,  Barnstaple,  Devon  to  Arthur  H  Cox  &  Co. 
Limited  of  the  same  address  WITHOUT  THE  GOODWILL 
OF  THE  BUSINESS  IN  WHICH  THE  MARK  WAS 
THEN  IN  USE. 
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Shopfittings 


SHOPKIT 

SHOPKIT  —  Seven  years  ago  our  competitors  said  "It  can't  be 
done"  .  .  .  but  we  are  still  doing  it!  And  if  you  don't  believe  us, 
just  send  for  our  price  lists  and  find  out  for  yourself  how  no 
British  manufacturer  or  importer  of  foreign  fittings  can  match 
our  prices. 

SHOPKIT  —  Our  "Sale  Week"  and  November  "Half-Price" 
Offer  was  an  immense  success  resulting  in  the  best  month  ever 
experienced  by  our  Company  both  in  turnover  and  number  of 
orders.  And  we  thank  you  for  your  support.  We  have  been  so 
busy  that  it  has  been  impossible  to  complete  all  the  outstanding 
quotations  as  fast  as  normal.  So,  the  "Half-Price"  Offer  will  be 
extended  until  Noon,  on  Friday,  24th  December.  So  hurry  — 
even  if  you  don't  want  your  new  fittings  until  January  or 
February. 
Full  details  from: 
SHOPKIT,  50  Ivatt  Way,  Westwood  Industrial  Estate, 
Peterborough  PE3  7PN. 
Telephone  (24  hour  service)  Peterborough  (0733)  265263. 


marspec 

^SJSHOPFITTING  LTD 

Attractive  modular  shopfittings  at 

competitive  prices. 
For  a  new  perspective  in  pharmacy 
design. 

Telephone:  0392  216606. 

Unit  4B,  Grace  Rd,  Marsh  Barton, 
Exeter,  Devon. 


SHOPFITTING 


Everything  you  need  to  know 
is  in  this  FREE  pack,  sent  by 
return  of  post.  ^SS^ci 

Group 


SHOWRAX 

Tower  Works,  Lower  Road, 
Gravesend,  Kent,  DA1 1  9BE 
Tel:  Gravesend  (0474)60671 


DETROIT 
DISPLAY 
SHELVING 

A  new 
pharmacy 
for  under  £36 
per 

week  (over  36 
months).  Fitted 
free. 


Recommended  by: 


NUMARK 


K.H.  WOODFORD  &  CO  LTD 
Ring  Now  0202  36272 


The  'One-Stop'  Shop  Equipment  Centre 

With  a  better  deal... 
ffc^i  For  your  dispensary  at  30%  off  list  price.  Wall- 

l;  :  «  "  fixed  "Spur"  steel  shelving.  In  fact  most  of 

everything  you  need  to  fast  sell  your  Christmas 

stock.  Unique  cubic  window  displays, 
inexpensive  dumpers  and  wire  shelf  stackers. 

You'll  like  our  fresh  approach. 

Otterspool  Way,  Watford,  Herts.  (0923  34528) 
—  June.  5,  M1 


SHOPFITTING 

for  the 

Professional  Retailer 

Creative  design 
Professional  Wan  utacture 
^Total  Contract 
Prompt  Installation 
Attractive  Pi  nance  facilities 


SHOPFITTING  & 
DESIGN  CENTRE 


2A  HALLATROW  RD,  PAULTON ,  AVON  . 


(0761)418941 


a 


UxLlNE 


SHOPFITTINGS  for  the 
PHARMACY 


N.P.A.  &  NUMARK  APPROVED 

A  modular  system  for  the  pharmacy  together  with  a  full 
shopfitting  service. 

Write  or  phone  to  David  Olney:- 

CAMBRAVALE  LTD. 

8  COMMERCE  WAY,  LEIGHTON  BUZZARD,  BEDS. 
(0525)  381356.  Telex:  826715  AREO  G. 


Trade  services 


Tablet  Production, 
Liquid  Production, 
Powder  Production, 
Cream  Production, 
Packing  . . . 

Contract  Sales  Department 
English  Grains  Limited. 

Park  Road,  Overseal,  Burton-on-Trent,  Staffordshire. 
Telephone  (0283)  221616,  Telex  341345. 


BRODIE  MARSHALL  &  CO 

66  Bolsover  Street  London  W1P  8BN  Tel.  01-388  2272 


THINKING  OF  SELLING  YOUR  BUSINESS  

then  you  may  be  interested  to  know  that  we  are  obtaining  exceptional  prices  for  Retail 
Pharmacy  Businesses  &  Drug  Stores  —  and  even  lock-up  shops  are  commanding  high 
prices  at  present.  We  are  experiencing  an  unprecedented  demand  for  genuine 
concerns  in  the  West  End  &  City,  Greater  London  and  its  Suburbs,  the  Thames  Valley 
and  West  Country,  all  the  Southern  Coast  Counties,  East  Anglia,  the  South  Midlands, 
Yorkshire  and  the  North  East,  Greater  Manchester,  the  North  West  and  Border 
Counties.  If  you  are  planning  a  move  now  or  in  the  near  future  a  personal  discussion 
with  one  of  our  Partners  can  be  arranged  quickly  and  without  obligation. 


Business 
Opportunities 


START  YOUR  OWN  VIDEO  CLUB 

Don't  buy  films  —  borrow  them  —  over  1,400  titles 

available  from  131/2p  per  day.  We  supply  display 
stands,  membership  details.  Everything  you  need  to 
make  at  least  100%  profit. 

Phone  01-226  7807 


Typesetting  and  graphics  by  Magset  Ltd,  Sidcup,  Kent.  Printed  by  Riverside  Press  Ltd,  Whitstable,  Kent  Published  by  BENN  PUBLICATIONS  LTD.  Sovereign  Way,  Tonbndge,  Kent  TN9  1RW 
Registered  at  *e  Post  Office  as  a  Newspaper  12/20/  16s 


PSST! 

Remember 
the  spray 
when  you 
order 
the rub. 


LEMSIP 


DRAW  WINNERS 


FIRST  PRIZE  £100 


5 


SECOND  PRIZES  OF  £20 

2494  0459  1628 
0216  3985  4954 


CONGRATULATIONS  FROM  THE  BRAND  LEADER  -  LEMSIP 
Winners  will  be  confirmed  by  post  and  prize  cheques  will  be 
despatched  direct  to  the  address  shown  on  the  counterfoil. 


FAIRFIELD  DISPLAYS 


bub  EB 


<SSS 


Floating  Window  Display  System 


SHOPFITTING  & 
DISPLAY  EQUIPMENT 

Large  range  of  toughened 

glass  cubes,  glass 
counters,  showcases,  wall 
units,  counter  top 
displays. 
Agents  throughout  U.K. 
Send  for  free  brochure. 
NEW  SHOWROOM: 
32  Victoria  Road,  Farnborough, 
Hants.  GU14  7PG. 
Tel:  0252  546191 


Help  yourself 
to  a  wealth 
of  beauty 

in  1983 


) Thousands  of  women  will  visit  the 
glamorous  Kensington  Exhibition  Centre 
next  May  for  the  SHE  Health  and  Beauty 
Exhibition. 

>This  show  is  an  ideal  shop  window  for 
product  launches  and  a  marvellous  sales 
opportunity  to  boost  existing  ranges. 
Norman  Clare  of  Cosmetic  World  News  said 
about  last  year's  show:-  "A  shop  window 
with  a  unique  sales  and  propaganda 
potential". 

►  Extensive  P.R.  support  and  a  massive 
advertising  campaign  over  3  months  will 
reach  an  audience  of  at  least  1 0  million. 
Editorial  coverage  will  start  appearing  in  the 
February  issue  of  SHE  and  continue  every 
month  up  to  the  May  issue  containing  the 
special  Health  and  Beauty  Supplement. 

>Many  of  last  year's  exhibitors  have  already 
booked  larger  stands  -  so,  if  you  want  to 
help  yourself  to  a  wealth  of  beauty  in  1 983, 
contact  Sarah  Frost-Wellings  for  full  details 
as  soon  as  possible.  Audited  figures  of 
attendance  will  be  provided. 

For  further  details  contact: 
Sarah  Frost-Wellings 
CONCORDE  SERVICES  LTD., 

10  Wendell  Road, 
Chiswick,  London,  W1  2  9RT. 
Tel:  01 -749  61 71 


TI II 


SHE 


health 

&  BEAUTY 
SI  K  )\\ 


Kensington  Exhibition 
Centre  May  5^8 1983 
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And  to  make  sure  your,  customers 
support  you,  we're  backing  our  hosiery 
with  ads  in  the  leading  national, 
women's  and  mothercare  press.  There's 
also  a  clinics'  poster,  and  an  in-depth 
booklet  on  leg  care  problems. 

We  feel  we' re  giving  you  our  full 
support.  Please  pass  it  on  to  your 
customers. 

Lastonet  Products  Ltd., 

House  of  Lastonet, 
Cam  Brea,  Redruth,  Cornwall. 
Tel.  (0209)  714141. 


1 


#  Give  your  customers 
real  support  and  they'll  support  you. 


